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Inyo National Forest October 1 – October 8, 2013

Adults, 40-50 years old – 0 kids

hiking, kayaking, sightseeing, fun



Flight

Author:  XplorMor Team

Origin: Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Airlines: American Airlines

Price / person: $287.00 Round Trip 

Flight Booked from: www.expedia.com

http://www.expedia.com


Stay

Hotel: El Mono Motel & Latte Da Coffee Café
Highway 395 (at 3rd Street) 

Lee Vining, California, USA 93541

(760) 647-6310

http://www.elmonomotel.com

Price / night: $95.00 per night

Recommended: Yes. “Adorable little café with adorable

attached motel; atmospheric & great coffee.”

Centrally located to all sights in the area

http://www.elmonomotel.com


Day 1: Airport Arrival to Lee Vining 
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost / person

05:10 am EST

Departure from Fort Lauderdale, Florida to Los Angeles, 

California.

US Airways Flight 

Duration: 7h 30 m (with layover)

Boarding passes may be obtained online. Any checked baggage 

must be handed in at the airport and is approx. $25.00 per bag.
$287.00 per person

10:11 am PST
Arrival at the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). Baggage pick-up 11-20 minutes. $0

10:28 am PST
Take airport shuttle to Enterprise Rental Cars.

Tel. (310) 649-5400

Check with your auto insurance.  If it covers rental cars, this might 

save you some money.  Also, check local gas prices (I use an online, 

mobile App: GasBuddy).  I do not often use the prepaid gas option, 

but this time the prepaid rate was considerably lower than the local 

rates.

$361.94 (Total – Car, with 

added insurance)

$195.00 (Gas)

10:40 am PST Drive to Lee Vining, California. For directions see next map slide. $0

13:45 pm PST

Rest stop at Gus’s Fresh Jerky

580 U.S. 395, Olancha, CA 93549.  

Tel. (760) 764-2822, email: info@freshjerky.com

Gus’s Fresh Jerky boasts having “the Best Jerky in the World.” The 
sample we had did taste very good. We ended up buying a desert 
wildflower honey (as dark as molasses), which was an excellent choice.
[Link]

$15.00 pint

14:25 pm PST

Lunch at Miguel Totem Café

131 S Main St, Lone Pine, CA 93545

Tel. (760) 876-4726

We had lunch at the Miguel Totem Café.  Sit outside on the pleasant dining 
patio with a view of Mount Whitney. The food was standard diner fare. 
After lunch we visited the Elevation Sierra Adventure Essentials outdoor 
outfitter store (across the street). If you happen to be hiking the PCT (AKA 
the Pacific Crest Trail) and need some clothing, gear or other supplies, this 
little store is your place. [Link]  

$10.00 (with tip) per person

http://www.freshjerky.com
http://www.sierraelevation.com


Day 1: Lee Vining to Sunset at Mono Lake
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost 

17:20 pm PST

Arrived at our hotel, El Mono 

Motel & Latte Da Coffee Café

Highway 395 (at 3rd St), 

Lee Vining, CA 93541

Tel. (760) 647-6310

El Mono Motel & Latte Da Coffee Cafe is great place to stay. It is a small motel that seemed to be the staging 
point for a variety of people from hiker and campers to a group of young professionals from England to retired 
couples sight-seeing in the area.  The coffee and morning pastries at the Latte Da Coffee were well above average.
[Link]

$95.00 (per 

night)

17:45 pm PST

Photographing Sunset on 

South Tufa Trail, Mono Lake

Drive south from Lee Vining on Hwy 395 about 5 miles to Hwy 120.  Turn left.  Drive about 5 miles to the turnoff for 
South Tufa Trail.  Turn left.  From here it's one mile to the parking area and trailhead. Note: last mile is unpaved.

The first evening we went down to Mono Lake to view the lake and its Tufas (unusual calcium pillars rising above the 
lake surface as much as 20 feet tall built up over thousands of year). The lake, the Tufas and the sunset cast colored 
shadows were amazing.  We were told the sunset was especially exceptional that day due to the clouds which also 
colored into shades of pink, orange and red.  We were also told that sunrises and full moons are a “must” to 
experience. [Link]

$3.00 (per car)

19:05 pm PST

Dinner from Mono Market 

51303 Hwy 395, 

Lee Vining, CA 93541

Tel. (760) 647-1010

We decided to have a light dinner so walked over to the Mono Market and picked up some organic 

produce, fresh baked goods, cheese, crackers and wine. 

Mono Market is a nice little market with most of your needs covered. [Link]

$20.00 per 

person

22:00 pm PST Return to the hotel and rest

http://www.elmonomotel.com
http://www.monolake.org/visit/programs
http://www.leeviningmarket.com


Los Angeles International Airport, Los Angeles, California, USA

1. Head south on World Way toward West Way 0.7 mi

2. Keep left at the fork and merge onto W Century Blvd 1.8 mi

3. Take the I-405 N ramp to Sacramento 0.5 mi

4. Keep left at the fork, follow signs for Interstate 405/Santa Monica
and merge onto I-405 N 26.6 mi

5. Merge onto I-5 N 3.1 mi

6. Take the State Route 14 N/Antelope Valley Freeway exit toward 
Palmdale/Lancaster 0.6 mi

7. Merge onto CA-14 N 68.9 mi

8. Turn right onto CA-14 N/Aerospace Hwy/Midland Trail continue
to follow CA-14 N/Aerospace Hwy 48.8 mi

9. Continue onto US, Hwy 395 N 107 mi

10. Turn right to stay on US, Hwy 395 N 33 ft

11. Turn left onto CA-168 W/US, Hwy 395 N  
Continue to follow US, Hwy 395 N

79.3 mi

Lee Vining, CA



Zoom Tip 1.1: ATM and Banks
ATM:

The nearest ATM was across the street from the El Mono Motel at the Chevron Gas Station, US Hwy 395, Lee Vining, CA, USA.

There is also an ATM at the Mobil Gas Station/Tioga Gas Mart & Whoa Nellie Deli , 22 Vista Point Drive, Lee Vining, CA, USA.

Banks:
Eastern Sierra Community Bank
www.escbank.com
166 Main St 
Bridgeport, CA, USA
(760) 932-7926
25.1 Miles

Bank of America
locators.bankofamerica.com
3069 Main St
Mammoth Lakes, CA, USA
(760) 934-6830
28.6 Miles

http://www.yelp.com/biz/tioga-gas-mart-and-whoa-nellie-deli-lee-vining


Day 2: Kayak Mono Lake, Jeffrey Pines, Panum Crater

Time Activity Tips & advice Cost 

07:00 am PST

Breakfast at Latte Da Coffee Café, 

next to the El Mono Motel lobby.

Lunch from Whoa Nellie Deli

22 Vista Point Drive, 

Lee Vining, CA, USA

Tel. (760) 647-1088

Coffee and pastries at the Latte Da Coffee Café.  Great start to the day.  Wi-Fi 

is available and there are tables to sit and work on your computer. Note: 

reception is best inside or near the doorway on the outside porch, and the 

café is busy in the AM so get there early for a table.

Picked up sandwiches to go from the Tioga Gas Mart & Whoa Nellie Deli. 

[Link]

Breakfast = $6.25 per person

Sandwiches = $9.50 per person

8:45 am PST Kayaking on Mono Lake

Kayaking on Mono Lake with Caldera Kayaks. [link]

Drive south from Lee Vining on Hwy 395 about 5 miles to Hwy 120.  Turn left.  

Drive about 5 miles to the turnoff for South Tufa Trail.  Turn left and 

immediate veer straight to Navy Beach, the kayak launch area (If you drive to 

the South Tufa Trailhead, you missed the turn). Note: last mile is unpaved.  

See next slide map.

$110.00 per person

12.00 pm PST
Hiking at Panum Crater

After kayaking on Mono Lake, we took the short drive to Panum Crater. Head 

back to Hwy 120, turn right and look for the crater sign on right hand side of 

the road about 1 mile up. There are two trails: the rim and the interior.  Both 

are worth the effort.  We were impressed by the amazing obsidian deposits 

of this ancient volcano.  We had lunch at the plug of the crater before hiking 

out. (Remember not to collect souvenirs.)

$0

15:00 pm PST Scenic drive to Jeffrey Pine Forest

After hiking Panum Crater we took a scenic drive on Hwy 120 to view the 

Jeffry Pine Forest.  This drive follows the south east edge of the largest stand 

of Jeffrey Pines in the world.

$0

http://www.whoanelliedeli.com
http://www.calderakayak.com


Day 2: Kayak Mono Lake, Jeffrey Pines, Panum Crater

Time Activity Tips & advice Cost 

16:30 pm PST Drive to Lee Vining Cemetery

After going back to the hotel to clean up, we took a short drive to the Lee Vining 

Cemetery, north of Lee Vining, turn right off Hwy 395.  Offers a pretty view of 

Mono Lake.  

$0

19:30 pm PST

Dinner at the Historic Mono Inn

55620 U.S. Hwy 395, 

Lee Vining, CA 93541

Tel. (760) 647-6581

For dinner we had Rack of Antelope. The antelope was served with roasted Brussels
sprouts garnished with capers, almond flakes, slivers of Parmesan and a balsamic 
reduction. There was also an excellent collection of California wines. This was our most 
expensive meal of the trip, but well worth it.  Best time to go: sunset, to watch the 
colors change over Mono Lake. [Link]

$47.00 (with tip) Per person

18:30 pm PST Return to hotel and rest.

http://www.monoinn.com


Mono Lake Area
2nd Day Map Get this map online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kWMsW5tBKfA0


Zoom Tip 2.1: Extra Info for Day 2 Itinerary 

Mono Lake

[Link]

Tufas

[Link]

Panum Crater

[Link]

Jeffrey Pine Forest

[Link]

Historic Mono Inn

[Link]

http://www.monolake.org
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=514
http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/panum-crater-at-mono-lake/sie908865B542CDC562F
http://www.giant-sequoia.com/about-sequoia-trees/about-jeffrey-pines/
http://www.monoinn.com


Day 3: Lundy Canyon
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

07:00 am PST

Breakfast at Latte Da 

Coffee Café, next to the 

El Mono Motel lobby.

Coffee and pastries at the Latte Da Coffee Café.  Great start to the day.  Wi-Fi is available and there are 

tables to sit and work on your computer.  Note: reception is best inside or near the doorway on the 

outside porch, and the café is busy in the AM so get there early for a table.

Breakfast = $6.25 each

7:45 am PST

Hiking Food Supplies

from Mono Market

51303 Hwy 395, 

Lee Vining, CA 93541

Tel. (760) 647-1010

Went to the Mono Market for our days hiking food supplies, including crackers and cheese, trail mix, 

fruits and plenty of water. [Link]
$10.00 each

8:30 am PST
Hiking Lundy Canyon 

Trail, Inyo National Forest 

Lundy Canyon Trail has some of the Eastern Sierra’s best and largest waterfalls, wildflowers and autumn 

colors.  Its Aspen groves turn spectacular bright hues of gold from late September through mid-

October.  In Spring, there are abundant wildflower displays throughout its meadows.  It’s a nature lover’s 

paradise and photographer’s delight. [Link]  See Zoom Tip 3.1 for more information.

Directions: From Lee Vining, head north on Hwy 395 , approx. 7 miles turn left onto Lundy Canyon Road.

The trailhead begins 2 miles beyond Lundy Lake Resort, at the back of a looping parking lot and camp 

area.  After the resort, the road is unpaved.

$0

17:30 pm PST

Dinner at Whoa Nellie 

Deli

22 Vista Point Drive, 

Lee Vining, CA, USA

Tel. (760) 647-1088

Tioga Gas Mart & Whoa Nellie Deli is a pleasurable surprise offering inventive foods with an 

outstanding view of Mono Lake.  It was a wonderful, unexpected find at the end of our long day of 

hiking.  We had the wild buffalo meat loaf and the grilled pork tenderloin with a local wild berry glaze. 

[Link]

$20.00 each

18:30 pm PST Return to hotel and rest.

http://www.leeviningmarket.com
http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/lundy-canyon/sie43E5EAE347B338355
http://www.whoanelliedeli.com


Lundy Canyon
3rd Day Map Get this Map Online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kYlVEGTrupk0


Zoom Tip 3.1: Extra Info for Day 3, Lundy Canyon  

Lundy Canyon Trail, part of the Hoover Wilderness in Inyo
National Forest, is well-known for its fall colors and spring
wildflowers, making it not only a nature lover’s paradise but also
a photographer’s delight. There are panoramic views in all
directions from sweeping mountain vistas with snow-capped
peaks to Aspen groves to waterfalls to numerous lakes, rivers and
ponds formed by beaver dams.

It is know for fall colors, spring wildflowers, and big horned

sheep.

Note: While the water is crystal clear, treat before drinking.



Day 4: Bodie Ghost Town, Twin Lakes
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

8:00 am 

PST

Breakfast at Latte Da 

Coffee Café, next to the 

El Mono Motel lobby.

Coffee and pastries at the Latte Da Coffee Café.  Great start to the day.  Wi-Fi is available and there 

are tables to sit and work on your computer.  Note: reception is best inside or near the doorway on 

the outside porch, and the café is busy in the AM so get there early for a table.
Breakfast = $6.25 per person

9:00 am 

PST

Sightseeing at Bodie 

Ghost Town

Bodie, California

Tel. (760) 647-6445

Bodie Ghost Town boasts being the best-preserved ghost town in California. In the late 1800’s it was 

a gold mining town with a reputation of being the "most lawless, wildest and toughest mining camp 

the far west has ever known. The Bad Man from Bodie walked the seldom quiet street, and killings 

occurred with regularity.” Hours of operation are subject to change so contact Bodie prior to your
excursion. [Link]

Directions: From Lee Vining, drive north on Hwy 395 to State Hwy 270.  Turn right, and drive 10 miles 

east until the paved road ends, then continue for 3 miles of an unpaved dirt road to the Bodie State 

Park gated entrance.

$7.00 per person

12:00 pm 

PST

Lunch from Mono 

Market 

51303 Hwy 395, 

Lee Vining, CA 93541

Tel. (760) 647-1010

We packed a picnic lunch and brought extra water as there are no restaurants at Bodie.   See Zoom 

Tip 4.1 and 4.3 for further information.
$8.00 per person

13:00 pm 

PST

Scenic drive to Twin 

Lakes

We drove to Twin Lakes where we did some light hiking, walked around the lake’s harbor, 

photographed some of the local animals including many deer and a Bald Eagle, and then had dinner 

at the Mono Village Cafe. See Zoom Tip 4.3 for more information.

Directions: From Bodie, drive back to Hwy 395.  Turn right, heading north to Bridgeport.  In 

Bridgeport, turn left onto Twin Lakes Road.   It’s approx 30 miles, but takes about an hour to drive 

due to the unpaved sections of the winding roads.

$0

http://www.bodie.com


Day 4: Bodie Ghost Town, Twin Lakes
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

18:30 pm PST

Dinner at Mono Village

Cafe

13425 Twin Lakes Road, 

Bridgeport, CA 93517

Tel. (760) 932-707

We ate dinner at the Mono Village Café.  The café serves diner fare.  We had homemade meatloaf 

with mashed potatoes and squash.  The inside front seating area looks out onto Upper Twin Lake.

See Zoom Tip 4.2 for further Information.

$24.71 per person

19:30 pm PST Return to hotel and rest.



Bodie & Twin Lakes
4th Day Map

Get this Map Online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kXiL_Enpoon8


Zoom Tip 4.1: Extra info for Day 4, Bodie Ghost Town 

California Registered Historical Landmark no 341, Bodie

Ghost Town, is located in the Eastern Sierra Nevada

Mountains about 13 miles east of Highway 395. The first 10

miles off the 395 are paved but as the historical landmark

sign comes into view, the paved road ends and there's three

miles of dirt ahead. Gold was discovered in 1859 by W. S.

Bodey after whom the town was named. Once the most

prosperous town of the Mono County area, Bodie's mines

produced gold worth more than 100 million dollars. Today

there are about 100 structures still standing, some of which

are open for viewing. The original owners left many

belongings so visitors are able to imagine how the buildings

were once furnished. Though the old mine and mill

buildings are off limits entirely, they stand as a reminder of
the boom times. [Link]

http://www.bodie.com


Zoom Tip 4.2: Extra Info for Day 4, Twin Lakes

Twin Lakes Resort is a getaway destination located on

Upper Twin Lake in Toiyabe National Forest about 11

miles southwest of Bridgeport, California. The resort

offers cabins, an RV Park, a complete marina with a boat

landing, bait and tackle shop, and boat rentals. There is

a General Store and Mono Lake Café, offering all day

meals and cocktails. At Twin Lakes, spring brings

wildflowers, summer offers sun filled days with lots of

local and regional events and fall covers the mountains

with flaming colors as the surrounding Aspen forests

ready for winter. The resort is closed down in winter

months. [Link]

http://www.monovillage.com


Zoom Tip 4.3: Day 4 Tips

Bodie Ghost Town

1. Bring food & water as there are no facilities nearby.

2. Bring a sweater or light jacket even in the summer months as the weather can get very cold and change quickly.

3. Bodie is open all year long, but will periodically close due to inclement weather, so it is best to call ahead.

4. Once a month there is a Photographer's Day.   More of the towns abandoned buildings are open for viewing.

Twin Lakes

1. Twin Lakes is famous for Brown Spotted Trout fishing & competitions on its two beautiful lakes.

2. You will see plenty of deer and most likely a Bald Eagle, or two.

3. The Lake Basin Path is yet another great scenic trail in this area, and leads to pretty water falls.



Day 5.1: Devil’s Postpile & Rainbow Falls
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

07:00 am PST
Breakfast at Latte Da Coffee Café, 

next to the El Mono Motel lobby.

Coffee and pastries at the Latte Da Coffee Café.  Great start to the day.  Wi-Fi is 

available and there are tables to sit and work on your computer.  Note: reception 

is best inside or near the doorway on the outside porch, and the café is busy in 

the AM so get there early for a table.

Breakfast = $6.25 per person

08:00 am PST Check Out of El Mono Motel

We checked out of the El Mono Motel and started down the road to our next 

destinations: Rainbow Falls & the Devil’s Postpile National Monument, Inyo 

National Forest.

$0

8.35 am PST
Scenic drive around June Lake 

Loop

After leaving Lee Vining we turned on to the June Lake Loop and drove past 

Silver Lake.  This area is worth a stop for photos and a break at the Silver Lake 

Resort. Note:  Watch out for bears!

Directions: From Lee Vining, head south on Hwy 395 about 13 miles to Hwy 158.  

Turn right onto Hwy 158 which is the June Lake Loop. 

$0

9:25 am PST

Lunch from the June Lake 

General Store

2740 Boulder Drive, 

June Lake, CA 93529

Tel. (760) 648-7771

We stopped at the June Lake General Store for picnic provisions & hiking 

supplies such as granola, cheese, crackers, fruit, chocolate and water.  The store 

stocks groceries, sundries, hardware, liquor, gifts, automotive, camping supplies 

and much more.  

$10.00 per person



Day 5: Devil’s Postpile & Rainbow Falls
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

11:00 am PST

Devil’s Postpile National 

Monument, 

Inyo National Forest, 

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546

Tel. (760) 934-2289

Our drive was roughly 1 hour 30 minutes, but actually we tend to stop often for 

photographing sites, so the time is dependent on you.  The Devil’s Postpile 

National Monument area also includes Rainbow Falls and numerous overlooks 

and small scenic lakes.  We ended up spending about 4 hours in the park, but 

again, this is up to your preferences.  See Zoom Tip 5.1 for getting there and 

further information.

Directions: From June Lake, head on Hwy 158 back to Hwy 395.  Turn Right onto 

Hwy 395. Turn right onto Dry Creek Road, or the Mammoth Scenic Loop.  Follow 

signs to Inyo National forest and Devil’s Postpile Monument.  

$10.00 per car

15:00 pm PST

Arrived at our hotel, Glacier 

Lodge 

Big Pine Creek,

Big Pine, CA 93513

Tel. (760) 938-2837

We next drove to Glacier Lodge in Big Pine Canyon by way of Bishop, California, 

where we stopped at a local grocery store for the next two days of food, drink 

and hiking supplies.  Bishop is the largest town in the area, and has many 

amenities.  Hwy 395 passes through the town.

Directions: From Mammoth Lakes, take Hwy 395 to Big Pine.  Turn right on West 

Crocker Street, between the Mobil and Shell gas stations.  Crocker turns into 

Glacier Lodge Road  ends at Big Pine Creek.

$20.00 per person

17:45 pm PST
Dinner and rest for the night in 

Cabin 19 at Glacier Lodge 

We checked into our cabin, number 19, at Glacier Lodge, where we cooked our 

own dinner from the grocery store provisions purchased in Bishop, and prepared 

for the next day’s hike on Big Pine Creek North Fork Trail.  

Each cabin is equipped with a simple kitchen, including dishes, cooking gear, etc. 

$140.00 per night



Devil’s Postpile/Big Pine Canyon
5th Day Map

Get this Map Online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kGOqRKYWBZy8


Zoom Tip 5.1: Extra info for Devil’s Postpile Excursion 

• Devil’s Postpile Monument and Rainbow Falls are two of 
the most well-known sights in Inyo National Forest near 
Mammoth Lakes, California, and offer an easy day hike filled 
with spectacular views. They are located at the Ansel Adams 
Wilderness, and a short distance from the Pacific Crest Trail.

• Devil’s Postpile, a towering 60 ft. columnar basalt 
formation, is less than a half mile, easy walk from the Ranger 
Station and off-season parking area.

• Located along the Middle Fork of the San Joaquin River, 
Rainbow Falls is the highest waterfall along the river, 
dropping 101 feet.

• Depending on the time of year access may be restricted to 
the “Red Meadow Shuttle Bus”. At other times of the year or 
under specific conditions you may drive your car into the 
park.  Contact the park  at the link below for current 
conditions.

• It is best to contact the park service prior to visiting.

• For more info: [Click Here]

http://www.nps.gov/depo/planyourvisit/gettingaround.htm


Stay

Hotel: Glacier Lodge
Big Pine Creek, Big Pine, CA 93513

Tel. (760) 938-2837

http://www.jewelofthesierra.com

Price / night: $140.00 for cabin

TripAdvisor: Link

Recommended: Yes. Centrally located to all sights 

and trails in this section of Inyo National Forest

http://maps.google.com/local_url?dq=Glacier+Lodge&q=http://www.jewelofthesierra.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:13340045284183553345&ei=UIh6UvirOs6utwfZvoGgDw&s=ANYYN7nCUHbNRfQWOawV0qRZC1Y2869-Ew
http://maps.google.com/local_url?dq=Glacier+Lodge&q=http://www.jewelofthesierra.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:13340045284183553345&ei=UIh6UvirOs6utwfZvoGgDw&s=ANYYN7nCUHbNRfQWOawV0qRZC1Y2869-Ew
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g32078-d1534871-Reviews-Glacier_Lodge-Big_Pine_California.html
http://maps.google.com/local_url?dq=Glacier+Lodge&q=http://www.jewelofthesierra.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:13340045284183553345&ei=UIh6UvirOs6utwfZvoGgDw&s=ANYYN7nCUHbNRfQWOawV0qRZC1Y2869-Ew


Day 6: Big Pine Canyon
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

7:00 am PST
Breakfast in Cabin 19 at Glacier 

Lodge
We made breakfast in our cabin: percolated coffee and cooked oats with fruit. $6 per person

7:30 am PST
Hiking Big Pine Creek North Fork 

Trail, Inyo National Forest

We hiked and photographed approximately 12 miles of the Big Pine Creek North Fork Trail. As the trail 

winds up Big Pine Canyon glimpses of a possible destination, Palisade Glacier, are seen through the 

trees and past the overlooks. The trail to the glacier gains more than 4,000 feet in elevation with 

intervals of steep narrow rocky switchbacks and sharp drop-offs, yet the destination beckons an 

enticement of wonder and untouched natural landscape.  This is the hiker’s hike, or promised land.

Directions: Big Pine Creek North Fork trailhead is easily accessed by foot from your cabin at Glacier 

Lodge, near the Inyo National Forest parking areas.  The Lodge will also give you a simple map at check 

in.  See map on next page.

$0

17:30 pm PST Return to Glacier Lodge

Before heading to our cabin to shower and relax, we stopped at the main office/store to order dinner.  

Glacier Lodge offers breakfast, pack lunches and dinner.   These may be picked up or delivered to your 

cabin.  The store has drinks, snacks, books, maps and souvenirs.   

We ordered hamburgers, potato salad and backed beans.  After hiking 12 miles and several thousand 

feet into the High Sierras, it was the BEST meal ever! There is a tip jar; they deserve something extra.

We returned back to our cabin to clean up, relax and await dinner.

$10 per 

person

18:30 pm PST
Dinner delivered to Cabin 19 at 

Glacier Lodge

Dinner was delivered right to the cabin within the time frame they specified, and hot.  We found the 

service friendly and excellent throughout our stay. $0



Day 6: Big Pine Canyon
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

19:30 pm PST Relaxation and a good night’s rest

After our long hike it was nice to sit outside our cabin beside a fire.  Wood can be bought from the 

Glacier Lodge office/store for about $5.00 a bundle.  Of course we were tired from the day’s hike so also 

enjoyed an early bed time.

$5 per bundle





Zoom Tip 6.1: ATM, Banks, Further Info 

ATMs/Banks/Restaurants/Gas Stations/Grocery Stores:

The nearest ATM, banks, gas stations, restaurants and stores are in Big Pine, which is about 35 minutes from Glacier Lodge back at Hwy 395.  
While Big Pine is a small town there are a number of each of these amenities.  We actually found that we did not use them, especially as we stopped 
and purchased groceries on the way, and filled the car up with gasoline.

Arrival:
It is best to arrive at Glacier Lodge before sunset as the surrounding canyon gets very dark early.

Weather:
Night temperatures can drop into the 20’s Fahrenheit even in early October.  But, the days can get very warm especially when hiking.

The Cabins:
The cabins are comfortable and quaint, but rustic.  In the colder months the water must be left running so the pipes do not freeze.  Appliances like hair 
dryers cannot be used.  There is no internet or cell phone connectivity, and there are no televisions.  The price is a little high, but you are actually paying 
for the escape from the bustling world of cities, and access to the surrounding wilderness:  Sierra Nevada Mountains and Inyo National Forest.  It is a 
great staging ground for a multi-day camping hike. We can hardly wait to go back.  Note: There is a journal in Cabin 19 (not sure about the other cabins) 
that has entries dating over the past 10+ years made by the cabin guests about their stay and adventures.   We enjoyed reading through the book for 
our evening’s entertainment.  We also wrote our own entry, make sure you enter yours! 

The Lakes:
There are 14 glacial lakes up in the canyons and the southern most glacier in the U.S.A. and the largest in the Sierra Nevadas, Palisade Glacier.

Hiking:
Pack in suitable food and water for the trail.  The water is crystal clear, but must be treated before drinking.



Zoom Tip 6.2: Extra Info for Big Pine Creek North Fork Trail

Big Pine Creek North Fork Trail is a hiker's promised

land, offering spectacular views of numerous lakes,

14,000 ft. mountain peaks, and access to the

southernmost glacier in the United States and the largest

in the Sierra Nevada, Palisade Glacier. There are

flowing rivers and waterfalls, rocky switchbacks, Golden

Trout, Jeffrey and Lodgepole pines, Aspens, a gorgeous

rock cabin built by Lon Chaney Sr. and glacier-fed

lakes. Glacier melt from the Palisade Glacier directly fills

Third Lake which spills into Second and First Lakes,

giving them their unique milky turquoise hues. The trail

follows the north fork of the Big Pine Creek, hence its

name. The trail may be accessed from several easily

identified points, and remains well defined throughout its

approximate 19 miles, except one mile in from the

Glacier Lodge trailhead where signage is missing. Ask

for specific directions at the Lodge before heading out.



Zoom Tip 6.3: Day 6 & 7 Tips

Big Pine Canyon:

The trail may be accessed from several easily identified points, and remains well defined throughout its approximate 19 miles, except one mile in from 

the Glacier Lodge trailhead where signage is missing. Read more on Finding the Trail [Link]. 

As the trail winds up Big Pine Canyon glimpses of a possible destination, Palisade Glacier, are seen through the trees and past the overlooks. The trail 

to the glacier gains more than 4,000 feet in elevation with intervals of steep narrow rocky switchbacks and sharp drop-offs, yet the destination beckons 

an enticement of wonder and untouched natural landscape.

Many hikers do not reach Palisade Glacier as it requires extensive hiking and possibly an overnight stay in this rugged wilderness. Regardless of 

whether the hiker follows the loop past seven lakes on a day excursion or ventures further overnight to the glacier, the scenery will not disappoint.

Wilderness permits are not required for day trips into Inyo National Forest, but are mandatory for overnight stays in the designated areas.

For Big Pine Creek North Fork Trail, these permits may be obtained online at Recreation.gov [Link], or further information is available through the USDA 

Forest Service. 

Note: there is no cell phone reception or Wi-Fi in Big Pine Canyon, so reservations must be made in advance of the trip. 

For wilderness permit information call (760) 873-2483; or for area information call the White Mt. Ranger Station (760) 873-2500.

Keep in mind wilderness permits for certain areas are under quota, meaning a limited number of people per day may use the trail therefore visitors are 

urged to schedule trips well in advance.

http://www.xplormor.com/xplormor/xplor-california/inyo-national-forest/north-fork-trail-big-pine/finding-the-trail/
http://www.recreation.gov/permits/Inyo_National_Forest_Wilderness_Permits/r/wildernessAreaDetails.do?page=detail&contractCode=NRSO&parkId=72203


Day 7: Fossil Falls & Return to Los Angeles

Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

07:30 am PST
Breakfast in Cabin 19 at Glacier 

Lodge
We made breakfast in our cabin: Percolated coffee and cooked oats with fruit. $6 per person

08:15 am PST

Drive to Fossil Falls Scenic Area

See directions under Tips & Advice.

Tel. (760) 384-5400

By 8:15 we were on the road back to Los Angeles, with one more stop on the way; Fossil Falls.

Directions: From Glacier Lodge, head out of Pig Pine Canyon back to Hwy 395.  At Big Pine, turn 

right onto Hwy 395. south.  Drive about 87 miles.  Turn left after the large red cinder cone, named 

Red Hill, onto Cinder Road.  Follow signs to Fossil Falls parking and trailhead.  

$0

10:30 am PST Fossil Falls Scenic Area

By 10:30 we arrived at Fossil Falls Scenic Area. At the parking lot, there is an informational sign 

worth a read., and public restrooms  The trail is not difficult, but sturdy shoes are recommended 

due to its uneven surface.  Fossil Falls is worth a stop. See Zoom Tip 7.1 for an overview and photos.
$0

11:30 am PST Drive to Los Angeles Drive to Los Angles from this point is  approximately 3 hours. $0

11:50 am PST

Lunch at Pearsonville Shell Gas 

Station & C-Store Subway, 

102 Pearson Road, 

Inyokern, CA 93527

Tel. (760) 377-5353

We stopped at the Pearsonville Shell Gas Station & C-Store with a Subway Sub Shop to pick up sub-

sandwiches with chips and drinks to take to go, and eat in the car..

Directions: Leaving Fossil Falls, head back to Hwy 395.  Turn right to head south on Hwy 395.  The 

Pearsonville Shell Gas Station will be on the left hand side of the road in about 14 miles.  

$7.00 per person



Day 7: Fossil Falls & Return to Los Angeles

Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

4:45 pm PST

Arrived at our hotel, The Westin Los 

Angeles Airport,

5400 W Century Blvd.,

Los Angeles, CA 90045

Tel. (310) 216-5858

The Westin Los Angles Airport is close to the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX), and offers 

shuttle service.  There are two restaurants and a coffee shop served by Starbucks.  Follow this link 

for more information: [Link], and read Zoom Tip 8.1.

$152.00 total

7:00 pm PST
Dinner at The Daily Grill, inside The 

Westin Los Angeles Airport hotel

The Daily Grill offers an all-American menu from Certified Angus Beef steaks to the classic Cobb 

and Caesar salads. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are served Sunday through Thursday 6:00am -

10:00pm; Friday and Saturday 6:00am - 11:00pm. 

$30.00 per person

7:00 pm PST Return to hotel and rest.

http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/index.html


Fossil Falls to LAX

7th Day Get this Map Online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kePj7zuSDP04


Westin Hotel/Enterprise/LAX

7th Day Get this Map Online: Click Here

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zoAzdwFym51k.kunmyhZSTTJU


Zoom Tip 7.1: Fossil Falls

Fossil Falls is a unique geological basalt rock formation,

located in the Coso Range of eastern California. Ancient

volcanic activity, along with glacier melt water from the

nearby Sierra Nevada mountains, played a role in its

creation. Fossil Falls is located on the east side of US

395 at the Cinder Road exit, near a large red cinder

cone, named Red Hill. The trailhead is well posted,

easily accessible, and the trail is no more than a half

mile round trip. These falls are now dry offering

opportunity for artifacts to be discovered.

Fossil Falls was placed on the National Register of

Historical Places, and is listed as an area of Critical

Environmental Concern by the US Department of the

Interior, Bureau of Land Management. Native American

artifacts and shards of obsidian may be found at the site

but may not be removed from the area. Native

Americans would camp near Fossil Falls and carve

obsidian from the nearby Coso Mountains into sharp

tools and other objects. Additional information is

available from the Bureau of Land Management.



Stay

Hotel: The Westin Los Angeles Airport
5400 West Century Blvd

Los Angeles, California, 90045

Tel. (310) 216-5858

http://www.westinlosangelesairport.com

Price / night: $152.00 per night

TripAdvisor: Link

Recommended:  Yes. Centrally located; close to rental car drop off, 

airport, has restaurant, and offers shuttle to airport.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g32655-d119443-Reviews-The_Westin_Los_Angeles_Airport-Los_Angeles_California.html


Day 8: LAX – Los Angeles 
Time Activity Tips & advice Cost

07:00 am PST
Breakfast at the Westin Lobby Café, 

served by Starbucks

The Lobby Café is adjacent to the Front Desk area of the Westin, and features Starbucks 

coffee and a selection of fresh baked goods, fruits and oatmeal.  Open from 5:00am-

10:30am daily.

$5.50

8:00 am PST

Rental Car drop off at Enterprise 

Rent-A-Car, Los Angeles

International Airport,

8734 Bellanca Avenue, 

Los Angeles, CA 90045-4412 

Tel. (310) 649-5400

Check out from the hotel and go to the rental car drop off.  Drop off rental car at 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car. Make sure to leave plenty of time as traffic in Los Angeles is 

unpredictable with delays.  Call ahead for Enterprise airport shuttle service times to 

ensure adequate airport arrival. 

$361.94 (Total – Car, with 

added insurance)

8:20 am PST
Arrival at Los Angeles International 

Airport (LAX)

Boarding passes may be obtained online.  Any checked baggage must be handed in at 

the airport and is approx. $25.00 per bag.
$25 per person

11:00 am PST Flight Home



Zoom Tip 8.1: Day 8 Tips

Airport Departure:

1. We turned our rental car in on the last day.  If you have time, it might be better to turn it in on the 7th day as this could save both 
time and money.  Enterprise could then shuttle you to the hotel, and the hotel shuttle you to the airport the following day.

2. We ended up having a number of flight delays.  Confirm your flight information both on the 7th day and the morning of the 8th

day.  Expedia provides a Smart Phone App with alert notifications, which was invaluable to us!

3. Traffic in the Los Angeles area can be horrendous!  Make sure to allow plenty of time for travel.



Thank you


