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Paris Tour
Day 1: Arrival and First Impressions 
– Historic Heart of Paris

Day 2: Eiffel Tower and Avenue des 
Champs-Élysées

Day 3: Le Marais Walk & Louvre

Day 4: Orangeries, Musee d'Orsay, 
Tueleries gardens

Day 5: Sacré-Coeur Basilica and 
Monmartre Walk

+ Where to shop and take best pictures

5-day itinerary detailed plan of what to see and where to eat for 
those who need insider suggestions to plan their days in Paris. 
Short and sweet.



How to get to the city: 

Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG) is located about 50 minutes by taxi 
and should cost roughly 60 Euro (add on a 3–5 percent tip). Shuttles 
are a bit more economical and depending on the number of stops they 
are making, should take around the same amount of time. The RER 
trains from CDG Terminals 1 and 2 (cost approximately 11 Euro) 
require approximately 25-30 minutes to reach the first major train 
station in Paris: Gare du Nord. The cheapest way to travel from 
Charles de Gaulle airport to central Paris would be by purchasing a 
Paris Metro Pass for 6 Zones and take the RER train directly.

Orly Airport (ORY) is the alternate airport. It's about half-an-hour from 
the center of the city. From either airport the fastest, cheapest option 
is by train. Tip: if you take the RER B, you will get a chance to board in 
the very high tech automatic shuttle called Orlyval. From the center of 
Paris, the approximate taxi rate is 40€.

Beauvais Airport. There is a shuttle service for 13€/person between 
Paris (Porte Maillot) and the airport, which is about 1h15 from Paris, 
so you must board in the shuttle at least 3 hours 15 before your flight 
departure time. The SNCF also has a TER (express regional train) 
service to the center of Beauvais, then taking a taxi to the airport. The 
taxi option from central Paris to Beauvais would be quite expensive.



Tips:

The 4 day Museum Pass should help you comfortably cover most 
places at a reduced rate, with no lines to buy tickets to the 
Notre Dame Cathedral  or climb up the  Arc de Triomphe . Or you 
could squeeze the visits in 2 days. Grab your Paris Pass!

Get yourself a Paris Metro pass, a multi-day pass is the best, 
because you can ride the Metro as frequently as necessary each 
day, for the number of days pass you purchase. 

GETTING AROUND
This is a perfectly walkable town. The city bike program makes 
going the distance a pleasure: Use a credit card with a microchip 
at the pay kiosk at every rental stand, choose a bike (check the 
tires for air) and pedal the day away, returning it to any stand 
when finished. The Metro is a very sensible way to zip across 
town with easy to navigate routes and connections. Hailing a taxi 
can be a challenge, so opt to wait it out on the street corner at 
one of the clearly marked taxi stands; make sure you have cash. 
Car services charge a flat rate for the day; when trying to pack 
everything into a short time, it may be most efficient to be ferried 
around.

http://www.trippy.com/search?pid=4e58284f1ef5977cca7a0dd7%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.trippy.com/search?pid=4e96b78228c101f71671ad99%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.parispass.com/
file:///home/ancheva/Desktop/ancheva/%23http:%2F%2Fen.velib.paris.fr%2F
http://www.ratp.fr/en/ratp/c_21879/tourists/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Stay

Option 1: Saver
Hotel: D'win
Centrally located with free WiFi, 5-minute walk 
from Hôtel de Ville Metro Station.

Price : 98-168 Euro per night depending on room 
Book on 
Booking.com 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/win.en.html

*Saver Budget – recommended hotel 
of my choice; perfectly located for 
this itinerary and has high ratings 
with other travelers. 

http://www.booking.com/hotel/gb/london-excel.en-us.html?sid=7540d9226c9ec54981abbb716902852e;dcid=1
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/win.en.html


Stay

Option 2: Value
Hotel: Le Relais des Halles
Recently renovated, this 3-star hotel is very chic. 
Ideal location and free WiFi. This property is 312 ft 
from Étienne Marcel Metro Station, which leads 
directly to Notre-Dame Cathedral.

Price: starting from 199 Euro per night depending on 
room

Booking.com 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/ha-tel-le-relais-des-halles-paris.en.html

** Medium Price – recommended hotel 
of my choice; perfectly located for this 
itinerary and has high ratings with 
other travelers. 

http://www.booking.com/hotel/gb/london-excel.en-us.html?sid=7540d9226c9ec54981abbb716902852e;dcid=1
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/ha-tel-le-relais-des-halles-paris.en.html


Stay

Option 2: Value
Hotel: Le Relais des Halles
Recently renovated, this 3-star hotel is very chic. 
Ideal location and free WiFi. This property is 312 ft 
from Étienne Marcel Metro Station, which leads 
directly to Notre-Dame Cathedral.

Price: starting from 199 Euro per night depending on 
room

Booking.com 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/ha-tel-le-relais-des-halles-paris.en.html

** Medium Price – recommended hotel 
of my choice; perfectly located for this 
itinerary and has high ratings with 
other travelers. 

http://www.booking.com/hotel/gb/london-excel.en-us.html?sid=7540d9226c9ec54981abbb716902852e;dcid=1
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/ha-tel-le-relais-des-halles-paris.en.html


Stay

Option 3: Special
Hotel: Saint James Paris
An elegant château located near Arc de Triomphe on 
the site of the first hot-air balloon airfield. A rare find 
with spacious rooms and large private garden. The 
English-style Saint James Club on-site draws a chic 
crowd.

Price: starting from 370 Euro per night depending on 
room
Booking.com 
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/saint-james-paris.en.html

*** Special trip – recommended hotel 
of my choice for splurge occasions. It is 
perfectly located for this itinerary and 
have high ratings within other 
travelers.

Tip: it is not worth staying in the cheapest hotel in Paris 
and spoil the charm. 
Book an apartment if the Saver option is out of your 
budget. 
My favorite options are (less than 90 Euro per night + 
AirBnB fee: click here or here

http://www.booking.com/hotel/gb/london-excel.en-us.html?sid=7540d9226c9ec54981abbb716902852e;dcid=1
http://www.booking.com/hotel/fr/saint-james-paris.en.html
http://tinyurl.com/n9ubg3x
http://www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/1581737


Before you go

Orientation: Paris is easier to navigate knowing 
which arrondissement (district) you're in, which 
side of the river you're on, and which Metro stop 
you are closest to. 

Tip: 
DO try to walk as much as possible – this way, 
you will discover Paris’ true charm.

DO try to learn some French phrases – the 
locals will be delighted and happy to help you 
if you need something.

In Paris, there are two ways to visit museums: you either don't have 
a Paris Museum Pass and stand in line or you buy it and save lots of 
time. 
Best tip: buy a Paris Museum Pass. 
The pass pays for itself with four admissions in two days, and lets you 
skip the ticket line at most sights. It's sold at the participating 
museums, monuments and at airports. For info on latest prices go 
here. (http://en.parismuseumpass.com/) The pass isn't worth buying 
for children and teens, as most museums are free or discounted for 
those under 18, bring your ID to proof age.

Free museums: Some museums are always free, including the 
Carnavalet, Petit Palais, Victor Hugo's House, and Fragonard 
Perfume Museum. Many of Paris' most famous museums offer 
free entry on the first Sunday of the month, including the Louvre, 
Orsay, Rodin, Cluny, Pompidou Center, Delacroix, and Picasso 
museums. Tip: for 1 Euro you get to see many of Rodin's finest 
works at the Rodin Museum's garden. 

http://en.parismuseumpass.com/
http://en.parismuseumpass.com/


Arrival and First Impressions – Historic Heart of Paris 

Begin where Paris did, 
on the Ile de la Cité, with a foray onto 
the Left Bank, on a walk that laces 
together 80 generations of history: 
from Celtic fishing village to Roman 
city, bustling medieval capital, 
birthplace of the Revolution, 
bohemian haunt of the 1920s café 
scene, and the working world of 
modern Paris. 

Along the way, we’ll step into two of 
Paris’ greatest sights—
Notre-Dame and Sainte-Chapelle.

Many sights on this day are covered by the Museum Pass. 

The closest Metro stops are 
Pont Neuf
Chatelet
Louvre-Rivoli

 each a short walk away.



Daily Schedule – Historic Heart of Paris 
 

Hotel Check-In

10 am – arrive at Metro Pont Neuf (one ride cost 
1.70 Euro per person)
10:00-10:30 – explore Vert Galant Square
10:30-11:30 – Conciergerie Palace (cost 8.50 
Euro per person)
11:30-12:00 – Palais de Justice
12:00-13:00 – Sainte-Chapelle (cost 8.50 Euro 
per person)
13:00 – 13:30 Walking down blvd St.Michel, 
Place St.Michel
13:30-14:30 – Lunch at Paul patisserie. (approx. 
cost 8 Euro per person for a sandwich and a 
coffee)
14:30-15:30 - St. Séverin
15:30-16:00 - Shakespeare and Company 
Bookstore
16:00-17:30 – Notre-Dame Cathedral
17:30-18:00 – Bertillon Ice Cream store (2-5 
Euro per ice-cream depending on size)
18:30-20:00 Dinner at L'Atelier Joël Robuchon 
(cost approx. 100 Euro per person)

  

Walking: strenuous.



Day 1:
Start at Pont Neuf
The pont Neuf, or “new bridge,” is Paris’ 
oldest standing bridge (built 1578–1607). Its 
12 arches span the widest part of the river. 
Unlike other bridges, this one never had 
houses or buildings growing on it.
The turrets were originally for vendors and 
street entertainers. In the days of Henry IV, 
who promised his peasants “a chicken in 
every pot every Sunday,” this would have 
been a lively scene. 
From the bridge, look downstream (west) to 
see the next bridge, the pedestrian-only
Pont Des Arts. Ahead on the Right Bank is 
the long Louvre Museum.
Beyond that, on the Left Bank, is the Orsay. 

And what’s that tall black tower in the 
distance?

The Seine
From Dijon to

the English Channel, the Seine meanders 
500 miles, cutting through

the center of Paris. The river is shallow and 
slow within the city, but

still dangerous enough to require steep 
stone embankments (built

1910) to prevent occasional floods.
In summer, the roads that run along the 

river are replaced with
acres of sand, as well as beach chairs and 

tanned locals, creating Paris
Plage. 

Any time of year, you’ll see tourist boats 
and the commercial

barges that carry 20 percent of Paris’ 
transported goods. And on

the banks, sportsmen today cast into the 
waters once fished by Paris’

original Celtic inhabitants.



Check out Vert-Galant Square
A quiet square where the time seems to have stopped long ago. Come here for peaceful 
moments and beautiful view of the shores. Hemingway used to go fishing there.

Conciergerie Palace
Positioned next to the courthouse, the Conciergerie was the gloomy prison famous as the 
last stop for 2,780 victims of the guillotine, including France’s last Old Regime queen, 
Marie-Antoinette. Before then, kings had used the building to torture and execute failed 
assassins. (One of its towers along the river was called “The Babbler,” named for the pain-
induced sounds that leaked from it.) When the Revolution (1789) toppled the king, the 
building kept its same function, but without torture. The progressive Revolutionaries 
proudly unveiled a modern and more humane way to execute people—the guillotine.

Inside, pick up a free map and breeze through.

Continue outside in the courtyard, where female prisoners were allowed a little fresh air 
(notice the spikes still guarding from above). In the corner, a door leads to a re-creation of 
Marie-Antoinette’s cell (Room 8). Imagine the queen spending her last days—separated 
from her 10-year-old son, and now widowed because the king had already been executed. 
Mannequins, period furniture, and the real cell wallpaper set the scene. The guard stands 
modestly behind a screen, while the queen psyches herself up with a crucifix. In the glass 
display case, see her actual crucifix, napkin, and small water pitcher. On October 16, 1793, 
the queen walked the corridor, stepped onto the cart, and was slowly carried to place de la 
Concorde, where she had a date with “Monsieur de Paris.” Before you leave, check out the 
video in the next room, which gives a taste of prison life during the Reign of Terror.

Opening hours
Open daily: 9.30 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Last entry: 30 minutes before closing time.
Closed on January 1, May 1 and December 25.

Admission
Adults: €8.50
Reduced fee: €5.50
Free admission: minors under 18, people 18-26 years old (EU citizens)

Next, see the amazing 

Palais de Justice
Lavishly embellished palace is the site of Marie Antoinette's imprisonment and execution. 
Now serves as a museum.

Opening hours
Daily: 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed on Sundays.
Admission
This is a public building and visitors can enter for free.

Sainte-Chapelle
This triumph of Gothic church architecture is a cathedral of glass like
no other. It was speedily built between 1242 and 1248 for King Louis
IX—the only French king who is now a saint—to house the supposed
Crown of Thorns (now kept at Notre-Dame and shown only on Good
Friday and on the first Friday of the month at 15:00). Its architectural
harmony is due to the fact that it was completed under the direction
of one architect and in only five years—unheard of in Gothic times.
Recall that Notre-Dame took over 200 years. See the ceiling. Those pure
and simple ribs growing out of the slender columns are the essence of
Gothic structure.

Opening hours
1 March to 31 October: 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1 November to 28 February: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
15 May to 15 September every Wed last admission at 9 p.m.

Admission
Adult: 8.50 €
Reduced: 5.50 €
Minors under 18, 18-25 year-old EU citizens and the disabled - free entrance.



Go down the Saint-Michele bridge towards 

Boulevard St. Michel
Busy boulevard St. Michel (or “boul’ Miche”) is famous as the main
artery for Paris’ café and artsy scene, culminating a block away (to
the left) at the intersection with boulevard St. Germain. Although
nowadays you’re more likely to find pantyhose at 30 percent off, there
are still many cafés, boutiques, and bohemian haunts nearby.
The Sorbonne—the University of Paris’ humanities department—
is also close, if you want to make a detour, though visitors are
not allowed to enter. (Turn left on boulevard St. Michel and walk
two blocks south. Gaze at the dome from the place de la Sorbonne
courtyard.) Originally founded as a theological school, the Sorbonne
began attracting more students and famous professors as its prestige grew. By the 
time the school expanded to include other subjects, it had a reputation for
bold new ideas. Nonconformity is a tradition here, and Paris remains a
world center for new intellectual trends.

Place St. Michel
You’re standing at the traditional core of the Left Bank’s artsy, liberal,
hippie, bohemian district of poets, philosophers, and winos. The heartbeat of the 
Latin Quarter, it is a site of the St. Michael Fountain with the Saint Michael, the 
Archangel statue.

Lunch pause. Visit Paul patisserie. Best almond croissants, tuna sandwiches and 
baguettes. 
Address: 14 Boulevard Saint-Michel, 75006 Paris, France

Then go to 3 Rue des Prêtres Saint-Séverin and stop at the Gothic church of 

St. Séverin
Did you that it took a century longer to build this church than Notre-Dame? This is 
Flamboyant, or “flame-like,” Gothic, and you can see the short, prickly spires meant to 
make this building flicker in the eyes of the faithful. The church gives us a close-up look 
at gargoyles, the decorative drain spouts that also functioned to keep evil spirits away.

Shakespeare and Company Bookstore
In addition to hosting butchers and fishmongers, the Left Bank has been home to 
scholars, philosophers, and poets since medieval times. This funky bookstore—a 
reincarnation of the original shop from the 1920s—has picked up the literary torch. 
Sylvia Beach, an American with a passion for free thinking, opened Shakespeare and 
Company for the post-WWI Lost Generation, who came to Paris to find themselves. 
American writers flocked here for the cheap rent, fleeing the uptight, Prohibition-era 
United States. Beach’s bookstore was famous as a meeting place for Paris’ literary 
expatriate elite. Ernest Hemingway borrowed books from here regularly. James Joyce 
struggled to find a publisher for his now-classic novel Ulysses—until Sylvia Beach 
published it. George Bernard Shaw, Gertrude Stein, and Ezra Pound also got their 
English fix here.

Today, the bookstore carries on that literary tradition. Struggling writers are given free 
accommodations upstairs in tiny rooms with views of Notre-Dame. Downstairs, 
travelers enjoy a great selection of used English books. Notice the green water fountain 
(1900) in front of the bookstore, one of the many in Paris donated by the English 
philanthropist Sir Richard Wallace. The hooks below the caryatids once held metal 
mugs for drinking the water.

Opening hours
Mon - Fri: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sat - Sun: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.



Notre-Dame Cathedral 
on the island in the River Seine, the
physical and historic bull’s-eye of your Paris map.

On the square in front of the cathedral, stand far enough back to take in 
the whole facade and have a look. 

You’re standing at the center of France, the point from which all distances
are measured. It was also the center of Paris 2,300 years ago, when the 
Parisii tribe fished where the east–west river crossed a north–south road. 
The Romans conquered the Parisii and built their Temple of Jupiter
where Notre-Dame stands today (52 b.c.).

A historic Roman Catholic cathedral, the Notre-Dame de Paris graces the 
eastern half of the Île de la Cité and contains the official chair of the 
Archbishop of Paris. One of the world’s largest, most well-known and 
most-visited churches, it is also one of the finest examples of French 
Gothic architecture. Completed in 1345—some 100 years after 
construction began—the cathedral was originally covered in vivid colors, 
as were the famous chimeras and gargoyles. It was among the first 
buildings in the world to use flying buttresses and had narrow spiral 
staircases leading up to the top. You can still climb these today and look 
out over a spectacular view of Paris. 

Enter the church at the right doorway (the Portal of St. Anne) and find a
spot where you can view the long, high central aisle. 
(Be careful: pickpockets attend church here religiously.)

Opening hours
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 6:45 p.m.
Sat, Sun: 8 a.m. - 7:15 p.m.

Admission
Free entrance.

Berthillon ice cream
And finally, hop on the island of Saint-Louis walking down the Pont Saint-Louis 
for a cup of one of the best ice cream in France, made completely from natural 
ingredients. A must for those with a sweet tooth.
 
Opening hours
Wed - Sun: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed on Monday and Tuesday.

We’re done. You can take a boat tour that leaves from near the base of Pont
Neuf on the island side (Vedettes du Pont Neuf, €11, tip requested, departs
hourly on the hour, 2/hr after dark, has live guide with explanations in
French and English). Or you could take the Left Bank Walk, which begins one 
bridge downriver.



Where to eat 
Kong
1 Rue du Pont Neuf +33 1 40 39 09 00

Great modern design with fusion food. Make sure to make 
reservations for the upstairs dining in the terrarium for a romantic 
dinner "under the stars". The top floor is a glass terrarium 
overlooking the river - really special.

Cueva del Diablo

13 Rue du Cardinal Lemoine +33 1 43 26 37 01 
Hours: Friday 12:00–3:00 pm, 7:00–11:00 pm
One of the best steaks.

L'Atelier de Joël Robuchon 
5 rue de Montalembert, 75007 Paris + 33 (0)1 42 22 56 56

Gastronomy in Paris can be stuffy, but not at this master chef’s first 
Paris restaurant, which now has two Michelin stars. You sit on bar-
style chairs, facing the bustling open kitchen, and pick from a tapas-
style menu. No peak-time reservations, so get there early. You can 
book online: http://atelier-robuchon.com/fr/contact-reservation.php

http://www.trippy.com/search?pid=50c2b426e4b0518821e896f2%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://atelier-robuchon.com/fr/contact-reservation.php


Eiffel Tower and Avenue Des Champs-Elysees

Best Views: 
The best place to view the tower is from 
Trocadero Square. It’s a 10-minute walk 
across the river, a happening
scene at night, and especially fun for 
kids. 

Start at
the Trocadero Metro stop for the view, 
then walk toward the tower. Another 
delightful viewpoint is the long, grassy 
park — Champ de Mars—to the south 
(great for dinner picnics).

Trocadéro
Take a walk across the beautiful gardens 
where Palais de Chaillot is located and enjoy 
the magnificent views of the Eiffel Tower.

Chaillot Palace
A palace built in the 30's. A showcase of 
modern architecture, home of the navy 
museum and a great place for photos.

Opening hours
The palace houses several museums, a 
theater and an aquarium.
Museum of Architecture:
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat and Sun: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Thu: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Marine Museum:
Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat, Sun: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Museum of Man: currently undergoing 
restoration, closed until 2015.

The closest Metro stops are 
Trocadero
Passy

 each a short walk away.



Daily Schedule: Eiffel Tower and Avenue Des Champs-Elysees

9:00- arrive at Metro Trocadéro
9:00-9:30 - Trocadéro
9:30-10:00 - Chaillot Palace
10:00- 10:30 - Gardens of the Trocadéro
10:30-11:30 – Eiffel Tower (cost 8.50 & 
14.50 Euro if you go to the summit)
11:30-12:30 Champ de Mars
12:30-13:30 Lunch at Cafe Constant (cost 
approx. 15 Euro per person)
13:30-14:30 - walk along Avenue 
Montaigne
14:30-15:30 – Champs-Elysées stroll
15:30-17:00 – free time, shopping
17:00-18:30 - The Arc de Triomphe 
18:30-20:00 Dinner at Le Market 
restaurant
 

Walking: strenuous.



Day 2:
After Chaillot Palace go to

Gardens of the Trocadéro
Picturesque gardens located just opposite to the Eiffel Tower. Marvel at the 
Fountain of Warsaw which consists of tens of little fountains.

Eiffel Tower 
The most iconic sight in all of Paris. Do not miss this iron lady known all around 

the world. The views from the top are out of this world.

However impressive it may be by day, the tower is an awesome thing 
to see at twilight, when it becomes engorged with light, and virile 

Paris lies back and lets night be on top.

Opening hours
June 15 to end of September: 9 a.m. - midnight.

Rest of the year: 9:30 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Admission
Adult: €8.50, €14.50 to the summit

Youth (12-24 years): €7, €13 to the summit
Children (4-11 years), disabled: €4, €10 to the summit

The access waiting time to the monument is likely to be over 2 hours unless you 
book online.

Avoiding Lines: Go early (get in line by 8:45, before it opens) or late (after 20:00 
May–Aug, after 18:00 off-season. Weekends and holidays are

worst. There’s less of a line for the stairs.

Champ de Mars
One of the largest parks in Paris located between the Eiffel Tower and 
the École Militaire. Covering 24,5 hectares. 

This place witnessed the spectacle and pageantry of some of the 
most well-remembered festivals of the French Revolution. 



For lunch go to

Cafe Constant
Nostalgic bistro with atmosphere of the Paris you're likely to imagine. Delicious meals and 
lunch menus for reasonable prices. 

Opening hours
Breakfast: 8 a.m.
Lunch: noon - 2:30 p.m.
Dinner: 7 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

On the way to Champs Elysees grab a coffee at a posh 
restaurant L’Avenue (41 Avenue Montaigne) frequented by 

celebrities. Get a table outside if you can. The place is not 
cheap, but it is Avenue Montaigne after all. 

There is a famous Caron boutique right across the street - a 
beautiful perfume store worth checking out for gifts. 

Avenue Montaigne
Named after Michel de Montaigne, this street has become a paradise for lovers of 
luxurious brands such as Chanel, Ralph Lauren or Dior.

Then goes
Avenue des Champs-Elysées
Said to be the most beautiful avenue in the world. The cafés and luxury shops here lined 
by chestnut trees create a special scenery. The Elysian Fields in Greek mythology was the 
final resting place of the good—something like a paradise. This avenue is considered to be 
one of the most beautiful streets in the world. It runs from Place de la Concorde to Place 
Charles de Gaulle (almost 1.24 mi/2 km) with the Arc de Triomphe in the middle. Lined with 
precisely cut horse-chestnut trees, the avenue is ideal for strolling.

It’s a great walk day or night, making you feel a part of an increasingly global scene.

Finish at the Arc de Triomphe at the top of the Champs-Elysees. Take the underground ́
pedestrian walkway in front of you to reach the arch. (Don’t try to cross in the traffic—there 
are no crosswalks on the roundabout.) It’s worthwhile to get to the base of the arch even if 
you don’t climb it; there’s no charge to wander around.

• Cross through the tunnel, take the first left up a few steps and buy your ticket (skip the 
ticket line if you have a Museum Pass or aren’t ascending), then walk up to the arch. Stroll 
around left toward the Champs-Elysees, turn around, and face the arch. ́

The Arc de Triomphe 

Exterior

Construction of the 165-foot-high arch began in 1809 to honor Napoleon’s soldiers, who, in 
spite of being vastly outnumbered by the Austrians, scored a remarkable victory at the Battle 
of Austerlitz. Today, the Arc de Triomphe is dedicated to the glory of all French armies.

Interior and View from the Top

Ascend the Arc de Triomphe via the 284 steps inside the north pil- lar (the one closest to the 
ticket office). Catch your breath two-thirds of the way up in the small exhibition area (WC 
also on this mezzanine level). It hosts rotating exhibits about the arch and its founder, 
Napoleon.

Don’t leave Paris without a stroll along avenue des Champs-Elysees
(shahnz ay-lee-zay). This is Paris at its most Parisian: monumental
sidewalks, stylish shops, elegant cafés, glimmering showrooms, and
proud Parisians on parade. It’s a great walk day or night, making you
feel a part of an increasingly global scene.

Nearby, you can catch the Bateaux Parisiens
boat for a Seine cruise



Where to eat 
Le Market

15 avenie Matignon +33 1 56 43 40 90

Modern trendy restaurant with light and organic food. Locals’ 
favourite and a hidden gem.

  



Le Marais Walk & Louvre Museum

We'll begin our day with a walking tour 
through Paris' diverse, history-layered 
Marais district. 

As we walk we'll learn about enlightened 
17th-century urban planning at the 
beautiful Place des Vosges, the cultural 
roots of the Jewish Quarter and how the 
French Revolution grew from this 
neighborhood. 

Our Marais walk will end at the 
Carnavalet Museum, a cavalcade of 
Parisian history, which you can visit on 
your own. 

This evening, Europe's greatest museum 
— the Louvre — is open late, and we'll 
take full advantage of that. You'll come 
face-to-face with the works of Rafael, 
Delacroix and Leonardo, and timeless 
treasures that include Mona Lisa, Winged 
Victory, Venus de Milo and hundreds 
more. 

Walking: strenuous.The closest Metro stop is: 
Bastille



Daily Schedule: Le Marais Walk & Louvre Museum

9:00 Arrive at Bastille Metró
9:00-9:30 – Walk to Place des Vosges
9:30-10:30 – Brunch at café Carette (cost 
approx. 10 Euro per person)
10:30-11:00 – Picasso Museum (cost 6.50 
Euro)
11:00-12:00 - Musée Carnavalet
12:00-12:30 -  Pozzetto ice cream (cost 2-
5 Euro depending on size)
12:30-14:00 -  Pompidou Center (cost 13 
Euro)
14:00-14:30 – Lunch at Comptoir de la 
Gastronomie (cost approx. 20 Euro per 
person)
14:30-17:00 – Louvre (cost 12 Euro per 
person)
17:00-18:00 -  coffee at Café Marly next to 
Louvre (approx. 10 Euro per person) 
18:00-19:30 Dinner at Le Grand Colbert 
(cost approx. 55 Euro per person) 



Day 3:

Marais walk

When in Paris, you naturally want to see the big 
sights—but to experience the city, you also need 
to visit a vital neighborhood.

The Marais, containing more pre-Revolutionary 
lanes and buildings than anywhere else in town, 
is more atmospheric than touristy.

Length of This Walk: Allow about two hours for 
this two-mile walk.

Place de la Bastille

• Start at the west end of place de la Bastille. 
From the Bastille Metro, exit following signs to ́
rue St. Antoine (not the signs to rue du 
Faubourg St. Antoine). Ascend onto a noisy 
square dominated by the bronze Colonne de 
Juillet (July Column). The bronze god on the top 
is, like you, headed west.

While place de la Bastille is famous for its part in 
the French Revolution of 1789, little from that 
time remains. The Bastille itself, a royal-fortress-
turned-prison that once symbolized old-regime 
tyranny and now symbolizes the Parisian 
emancipation, is long gone. Only a brick outline 
of the fortress’ round turrets survives (under the 
traffic where rue St. Antoine hits the square), 
though the story of the Bastille is indelibly 
etched into the city’s psyche.



Place des Vosges

Walk to the center, where Louis XIII on horseback gestures, “Look at this wonderful square 
my dad built.” He’s surrounded by locals enjoying their community park. Beneath the 
arcades are cafes, art galleries, and restaurants—it’s a romantic place for dinner.́

Henry IV (r. 1589–1610) built this centerpiece of the Marais in 1605 and called it “place 
Royal.” As he’d hoped, it turned the Marais into Paris’ most exclusive neighborhood. Just 
like Versailles 80 years later, this was a magnet for the rich and powerful of France. 

In the 19th century, the Marais became a working-class quarter, filled with gritty shops, 
artisans, immigrants, and a Jewish community. The insightful writer Victor Hugo lived at #6
—at the southeast corner of the square—from 1832–1848. This was when he wrote much 
of his most important work, including his biggest hit, Les Miserables.́

Coffee pause. Go and have a croissant moment at Carette (25 Place des Vosges), locals 
love it. 

Picasso Museum

The 20th century’s most famous and greatest artist was the master of many styles 
(Cubism, Surrealism, Expressionism, etc.) and of many media (painting, sculpture, prints, 
ceramics, and assemblages). 

The Picasso Museum walks you through the evolution of the artist’s long life and many 
styles. The women he loved and the global events he lived through appear in his 
canvases, filtered through his own emotional response. You don’t have to admire Picasso’s 
lifestyle or like his modern painting style. But a visit here might make you appreciate the 
sheer vitality and creativity of this hardworking and unique man.

Admission: 
€6.50, covered by Museum Pass, additional fees for temporary exhibits, free on first Sun of 
month and for kids under 18 with ID.

Opening Hours: currently closed for renovation

Musée Carnavalet
This museum chronicles the history of Paris from its origins to our day. Situated in two 
mansions from the 16th century. Since this is the best possible look at the elegance of the 
neighborhood back when place des Vosges was place Royal—and the museum is free—it’s 
worthwhile to interrupt this walk and splice in a trip to the Carnavalet.
Opening hours
Tue - Sun: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Pozzetto ice cream
If you want to feel the taste of Italy in Paris, try delicious icecream in this traditional gelateria!
39 rue du Roi de Sicile
Opening hours
Mon - Thu: noon - 11:30 p.m.
Fri - Sat: noon - 12:45 a.m.
Sun: noon - midnight

For best lemon cake in town go to Le Loir Dans la Théière tearoom (3 rue des Rosiers). 

Step aside to 30 Rue du Bourg Tibourg for famous tea museum and shop in Paris and all 
over the world - Mariage Freres. Try Marco Polo tea. 

Pompidou Center

Survey this popular spot from the top of the sloping square. Tubular escalators lead up to a 
great view and the modern art museum. 

The Pompidou Center subscribes with gusto to the 20th-century architectural axiom, “form 
follows function.”  

Enjoy the adjacent Homage to Stravinsky fountains. Jean Tinguely and Niki de Saint-Phalle 
designed these as a tribute to the composer: Every fountain
represents one of his hard-to-hum
scores. 

Opening hours
Wed - Mon: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. ( - 11 p.m. on Thu)
Admission:
Adult: €11 - €13
Reduced entry: €9 - €10



Walking to the Louvre consider these places for lunch:

Comptoir de la Gastronomie
34 Rue Montmartre 75001 Paris, France +33 1 42 33 31 32
A little French restaurant with great foie-gras and creme brûlée off the beaten path. 

Louvre Museum

When to Go: Crowds are worst on Sun, Mon, Wed, and mornings. Evening visits are 
peaceful, and the glass pyramid glows after dark.

Length of This Visit: Allow at least two hours.

Photography: Photography without a flash is allowed.

Start by picking up a free map at the information desk and orienting yourself from 
underneath the glass pyramid.

Expect changes—the sprawling Louvre is constantly in flux. Rooms are periodically closed 
for renovation, and their paintings and sculpture are moved to new places within the 
museum.

• From inside the big glass pyramid, you’ll see signs to the three wings. Head for the 
Denon wing.

Escalate up one floor. After showing your ticket, take the first left you can, follow the signs 
that read Antiquites Grecques, and climb a set of stairs to the brick-ceilinged Salle (room) ́
1: Grece preclassique. Enter prehistory.̀ ́

Pre-Classical Greek Statues

These statues are noble but crude. The Greek Barbie dolls (3000 b.c.) are older than the 
pyramids, as old as writing itself.

Venus de Milo (Aphrodite, c. 100 b.c.)
The Venus de Milo (or goddess of love, from the Greek island of Melos) created a 
sensation when it was discovered in 1820.

Italian Renaissance 

The Grand Gallery

Built in the late 1500s to connect the old palace with the Tuileries Palace, the Grand Gallery 
displays much of the Louvre’s Italian Renaissance art.

Leonardo da Vinci—Mona Lisa (1503–1506)
Leonardo was already an old man when Francois I invited him to France. Determined to ̧
pack light, he took only a few paintings with him. One was a portrait of a Lisa del Giocondo, 
the wife of a wealthy Florentine merchant. When Leonardo arrived, Francois immediately fell ̧
in love with the painting, making it the centerpiece of the small collection of Italian 
masterpieces that would, in three centuries, become the Louvre museum. 

He called it La Gioconda (La Joconde in French)—both
her last name and a play on the Italian word for
“happy woman.” We know it as a contraction of
the Italian for “my lady Lisa”—Mona Lisa. 

Opening hours
Mon, Thu, Sat, Sun: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wed, Fri: 9 a.m. - 9:45 p.m

Admission
Permanent collection: €12
Exhibitions in the Hall Napoléon: €13
Combined: €16

Free admission for visitors under 18, 18-25 year-old EU residents, teachers of art and the 
disabled.

Free admission for all visitors on the first Sunday of each month and on July 14.

Coffee pause. When leaving Louvre have a cup of coffee or an appetitivo at Cafe Marly (93 
rue de Rivoli) with a magnificent Louvre view - a favourite of many locals and celebrities. 
Great place just for a drink. 



Where to eat 
For dinner go to: 

Le Grand Colbert
2 rue Vivienne +33 1 42 86 87 88
Beautiful old-school bistrot near Galerie Vivienne. While it has a 
pretty incredible history (it's been at the same location since the 
1800s), is well known for its seafood, and is one of the city's most 
bustling, fun restaurants, it's probably best known for being the 
restaurant in which Diane Keaton dines with Jack Nicholson and 
Keanu Reeves in the movie "Something's Got to Give.”

For wine experience go to:
O Château
68 rue Jean-Jaques Rosseau +33 1 44 73 97 80

For non-expensive French home food go to:
Au Petit Creux 
8 rue du Roule +33 1 42 36 80 46

For gourmet burgers go to:
Blend
44 rue d’Argot

Craving lobster rolls? 
Go to Lobster Bar nearby
41 rue Coquilliere

All recommended restaurants are very popular, it is highly 
recommended to book in advance.

Something special and high cuisine:

Spring
6 rue Bailleul +33 1 45 96 05 72
A hype place for real foodies and food worth every penny. Try pigeon. 

for best Moroccan/French go to 
Le Martel
3 rue Martel +33 1 47 70 67 56

for Art Nouveau lovers and amazing French food go to famous
Chez Julien
16 rue du Faubourg Faubourg Saint-Denis +33 1 47 70 12 06

By the way, you should pick up Le Fooding. This is a restaurant guide that has 
great recommendations. Pick it up at the airport (or order it online). Its in French, 
but has English synopses. Will give you some great recommendations for dining 
that you'd otherwise miss.www.lefooding.com 

A drink bonus gem: locals' favorite bar with restaurant and terrace:
Ma Cocotte 
93 rue des Rosiers, Saint-Ouen 
A very hip place a bit far North Paris but especially good on summer 
evenings. Parisian crowd and tres jolie. 
Nearest Metro station is Garibaldi.



Museums of Orangeries and Orsay, Tueleries Gardens

This morning we'll tour the Orangerie 
Museum featuring Monet's magnificent 
water lilies and home to a fine collection 
of other works by Renoir, Matisse, 
Picasso and more. 

You'll have a chance this afternoon to see 
the world's greatest collection of 
Impressionist art — almost next door — 
at the Orsay Museum, with art from 
Monet and Degas to Cézanne and 
Gauguin and beyond. 

Or visit other nearby places covered by 
your included 6-Day Paris Museum Pass, 
such as the Rodin Museum, or the 
military museum of Les Invalides. 

Walking: moderate.

The closest Metro stop is: 
Operá



Daily Schedule: Museums of Orangeries and Orsay, Tueleries Gardens

10:00 - Arrive at Metro Opera
10:00-10:30 - Opera Garnieŕ
10:30-11:00 - place Vendôme
11:00-12:00 – café Angelina for pastry and 
hot chocolate (cost approx. 15 Euro per 
person)
12:00-13:30 - Tuileries Garden
13:30-14:00 – Orangerie Museum (cost 10 
Euro, 16 Euro ticket per person includes 
Musée d'Orsay)
14:00-14:30 - Alexandre III Bridge walk
14:30-17:00 - Musee d’Orsay (cost 9 Euro ́
per person)
17:00-19:00 early dinner at Le Voltaire 
(cost approx. 50 Euro per person)   



Day 4:
Arrive at Metro Opera

Opera Garnieŕ —This gleaming grand theater of the belle epoque was built for ́
Napoleon III and finished in 1875. From avenue de l’Opera, once lined with Paris’ ́
most fashionable haunts, the recently restored facade suggests “all power to the 
wealthy.” And Apollo, holding his lyre high above the building, seems to declare, “This 
is a temple of the highest arts.”
While the building is huge, the auditorium itself seats only 2,000. The real show was 
before and after the performance, when the elite of Paris—out to see and be seen—
strutted their elegant stuff in the extravagant lobbies.

Then stroll down to 

Octagonal place Vendôme and the arcaded and colonnaded buildings around it 
were constructed between 1687 and 1721. In March 1796 Napoleon married 
Josephine, Viscountess Beauharnais, in the building at No 3. Today the buildings 
surrounding the square house the posh Hôtel Ritz Paris and some of the city’s most 
fashionable boutiques.

The 43.5m-tall Colonne Vendôme (Vendôme Column) in the centre of the square 
consists of a stone core wrapped in a 160m-long bronze spiral made from hundreds 
of Austrian and Russian cannons captured by Napoleon at the Battle of Austerlitz in 
1805. The statue on top depicts Napoleon in classical Roman dress.

Hot chocolate pause. For Coco Chanel's favorite hot chocolate place head to 
Angelina (226 Rue de Rivoli). Long queues, try to book your lunch or breakfast in 
advance. Or take away on your way to

Tuileries Garden
These beautiful gardens stretch along the River Seine from the Louvre Museum to the 
Place de la Concorde and are a popular promenade for Parisians and tourists alike.

The gardens were conceived by Catherine de' Medici in 1559 after the death of her 
husband, Henry ll. The Jardin des Tuileries was one of the first parks to open to the 
public and, even in the 18th century, had cafés, deck chairs, and public toilets. 



ORANGERIE MUSEUM TOUR

Length of This Tour: Allow one hour at least.

This Impressionist museum—lovely as a water lily—has reopened after an extensive 
renovation. Step out of the tree-lined, sun-dappled Impressionist painting that is the 
Tuileries Garden, and into the Orangerie (oh-rahn-zhay-ree), a little bijou of select works 
by Monet, Renoir, Matisse, Picasso, and others.

On the main floor you’ll find the main attraction, Monet’s Water Lilies (Nympheas), floating ́
dreamily in the oval-shaped rooms Monet intended for them. Downstairs are select works 
from the personal col- lection of Paris’ trend-spotting art dealer of the 1920s, Paul 
Guillaume. The museum is small enough to enjoy in a short visit, but complete enough to 
show the bridge from Impressionism to the Moderns. And it’s all beautiful.

Opening hours
Everyday, except on Tuesdays, May 1st, July 14th morning and December 25th

from 9 am to 6 pm (last admission at 5.15 pm and premises start to be vacated at 5.45 
pm). 

Admission
Full rate: € 10
Reduced rate: € 7,5
Free entry on the first Sunday of each month

Musée d'Orsay / Musée de l'Orangerie Passport: € 16
This entrance ticket is valid during 4 days, for one admission to the permanent collections 
of each museum.

Monet's Fondation in Giverny / Musée de l'Orangerie Passport: € 17
This entrance ticket is saled untill 10th of october ; the Monet’s house is opened  untill 1st 
of november.

Cross the river through Alexandre III Bridge
Built between 1896 and 1900 and classified as a historical monument, this arch bridge on 
the Seine is considered to be the most extravagant bridge in Paris, displaying Art Nouveau 
lamps, cherubs, nymphs, and winged horses, reflecting the style of the Grand Palais, to 
which it leads on the right bank.

next

The Musee d’Orsaý  houses French art of the 1800s and early 1900s (specifically, 1848–
1914), picking up where the Louvre’s art collection leaves off. For us, that means 
Impressionism, the art of sun-dappled fields, bright colors, and crowded Parisian cafes. The ́
Orsay houses the best general collection anywhere of Manet, Monet, Renoir, Degas, Van 
Gogh, Cezanne, and Gauguin. If you like Impressionism, visit this museum. If you don’t like ́
Impressionism, visit this museum.

Getting In: As you face the front of the museum from rue de la Legion d’Honneur (with the ́
river on your left), passholders enter on the right side of the museum (Entrance C), and 
ticket pur- chasers enter along the river side (Entrance A).

 Length of This Tour: Allow two hours.

Cuisine Art: There’s a pricey but tres elegant restaurant on the second floor, with affordable ̀
tea and coffee served 15:00–17:30 (daily except Thu). A simple fifth-floor cafe is sandwiched ́
between the Impressionists; above it is an easy self-service place with sandwiches and 
drinks.

Photography: Photography without a flash is allowed.

• Pick up a free English map upon entering, buy your ticket, and check your bag. Belly up to 
the stone balustrade overlooking the main floor, and orient yourself.

Opening hours
9.30am to 6pm
9.30am to 9.45pm on Thursdays
Closed on Mondays 

Admission
Museum ticket: €9, 
covered by Museum Pass.
Exhibition ticket: €12



Where to eat 
Le Cinq Mars

51 Rue de Verneuil, 75007 Paris, France +33 1 45 44 69 13

Delicious, lot key restaurant with gourmet food.

Le Voltaire

27 Quai Voltaire +33 1 42 61 17 49

Spectacular food, frequented by celebrities place.



Sacré-Cœur Basilica and Monmartre Walk

This morning we'll hop on the Métro, then 
hike up Montmartre to tour the colorful 
neighborhood which was the haunt of 
artistic geniuses a century ago — 
including Van Gogh, Picasso, and Renoir 
— and generations of hopeful artists 
since. 

We'll top our walk with spectacular views 
of Paris from the Sacré-Coeur Basilica.

Walking: strenuous.

The closest Metro stops are: 
Anvers, Abbesses, and Pigalle. 



Day 5:

MONTMARTRE WALK

From Sacre-Cœur to the Moulin Rougé

Stroll along the hilltop of Butte Montmartre amid traces of the people who’ve lived here—
monks stomping grapes (1200s), farmers grind- ing grain in windmills (1600s), dust-coated 
gypsum miners (1700s), Parisian liberals (1800s), Modernist painters (1900s), and all the 
strug- gling artists, poets, dreamers, and drunkards who came here for cheap rent, 
untaxed booze, rustic landscapes, and cabaret nightlife.

While many tourists make the almost obligatory trek to the top of Paris’ Butte Montmartre, 
eat an overpriced crepe, and marvel at the view, most miss out on the neighborhood’s ̂
charm and history—both uncovered in this stroll.

Start at the radiant Sacre-Cœur church, wander through the hilltop village, browse ́
affordable art, ogle the Moulin Rouge nightclub, and catch echoes of those who once 
partied to a bohemian rhapsody during the belle epoque. End by going through part of a ́
red light district and finally down a lively neighborhood market street.

Length of This Walk: Allow more than two hours for this two-mile uphill/downhill walk.

The Elysees Montmartre theater across the street is the oldest cancan dance hall in Paris. ́
Walk two blocks up rue de Steinkerque. 

You’ll reach a grassy park way below the white Sacre-Cœur church. The terraced hillside ́
was once dotted with openings to gypsum mines, the source of the white “plaster of Paris” 
that plastered Paris’ buildings for centuries.

• Hike up to the church, or ride the funicular (station to your left, costs one Metro ticket). At ́
the top, find a good viewing spot at the steps of the church. 

Sacre-Cœur Basilica and Vieẃ
From Paris’ highest point (420 feet), the City of Light fans out at your feet.

Opening hours
Basilica:
Daily: 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Dome:
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. (6 p.m. in winter)

Admission
Entry to the basilica is free. Entrance fee to the dome: €5.



next

Church of St. Pierre-de-Montmartre
This church was the center of Montmartre’s first claim to fame, a sprawling abbey of 
Benedictine monks and nuns. The church is one of Paris’ oldest (1147)—some say Dante 
prayed here; founded by King Louis VI and his wife, Adelaide. Find Adelaide’s tombstone 
(pierre tombale) midway down on the left wall.  

Before entering the square, a short detour to the right leads to 13 rue du Mont-Cenis, the 
former…

 
Cabaret de Patachou

This building, now a pleasant art gallery, is where singer Edith Piaf (1915–1963) once 
trilled “La Vie en Rose.”

Head back to the always-lively square, and stand on its cusp for the best perspective of...

Place du Tertre—Bohemian Montmartre 

Lined with cafes, shaded by acacia trees, and filled with artists, huck- sters, and tourists, ́
the scene mixes charm and kitsch in ever-chang- ing proportions. The place du Tertre has 
been the town square of the small village of Montmartre since medieval times. (Tertre 
means “stepped lanes” in French.) 

Dalí Museum (L’Espace Dalí)
This beautifully lit black gallery (well-described in English) offers a walk through statues, 
etchings, and paintings by the master of Surrealism. The Spaniard found fame in Paris in 
the 1920s and ’30s, hanging with the Surrealist crowd in Montparnasse, and shocking the 
world with his dreamscape paintings and experimental films.

• Return to rue Norvins and continue west a dozen steps to the intersection with rue des 
Saules, where you’ll find a…

Boulangerie with a View
The venerable boulangerie (bakery) on the left, 
dating from 1900, is one of the last surviving bits of 
the old-time community, made famous in a painting 
by the artist Maurice Utrillo.

From the boulangerie, look back up rue Norvins, 
then backpedal a few steps to catch the classic 
view of the dome of Sacre-Cœur rising above the ́
rooftops.

• Let’s lose the tourists. Follow rue des Saules 
downhill (north) onto the back side of Montmartre. 
A block down- hill, turn right on rue Cortot to the…

Montmartre Museum and Satie’s House

In what is now the museum (at 12 rue Cortot), Pierre-Auguste Renoir once lived while 
painting his best-known work, Bal du Moulin de la Galette.

The Montmartre Museum fills several floors in this creaky 17th- century manor house 
with paintings, posters, old photos, music, and memorabilia to re-create the traditional 
cancan and cabaret Montmartre scene. An audioguide is free with admission. Highlights 
include several original Toulouse-Lautrec posters for the Moulin
Rouge, a few paintings by Utrillo and Valadon.

A few years later, Utrillo lived and painted here with his mom, Suzanne Valadon. In 
1893, she carried on a torrid six-month rela- tionship with the lonely, eccentric man who 
lived two doors up at #6—composer Erik Satie (Trois Gymnopedies), who was eking ́
out a living playing piano in Montmartre nightclubs.

 



Au Lapin Agile Cabaret

This was the village’s hot spot. Picasso and other artists and writers (Renoir, Utrillo, Paul 
Verlaine, Aristide Bruant, Amedeo Modigliani, etc.) would gather for “performances” that 
ranged from serious poetry, dirty limericks, sing-alongs, and parodies of the famous to 
anarchist manifestos.

Next at 13, Place Le Bateau-Lavoir (Picasso’s Studio)

A humble facade marks the place where Modern art was born. Here, in a lowly artists’ 
abode (destroyed by fire in 1970, rebuilt a few years later), as many as 10 artists lived and
worked.

In 1904, a poor, unknown Spanish emigre named Pablo Picasso (1881–1973) moved in. ́ ́
He met dark-haired Fernande Olivier, his first real girlfriend, in the square outside. She 
soon moved in, lifting him out of his melancholy Blue Period into the rosy Rose Period. La 
belle Fernande posed nude for him, inspiring a freer treatment of the female form.

Walk back half a block uphill and turn left on rue d’Orchampt. (Notice the north-facing 
windows of another studio.) Walk the length of this short street and into a tiny alley, which 
squirts you out the other end at the intersection with rue Lepic, where you’re face-to-face 
with a wooden windmill.

Only two windmills (moulins) remain on a hill that was once dotted with 30 of them. 
Originally, they pressed monks’ grapes and farmers’ grain, and crushed gypsum rocks into 
powdery plaster
of Paris. When the gypsum mines 
closed (c. 1850) and the vineyards 
sprouted apartments, this windmill
turned into the ceremonial
centerpiece of a popular
outdoor dance hall. 

Renoir’s Bal du Moulin de la Galette (in the Orsay) shows it in its heyday—a sunny Sunday 
afternoon in the acacia-shaded gardens with working-class people dancing, laugh- ing, 
drinking, and eating the house crepes, called galettes. Some call Renoir’s version the ̂
quintessential Impressionist work and the painting that best captures—on a large canvas in 
bright colors—the joy of the Montmartre lifestyle.

Continue down rue Lepic and, at #54, find…

 Vincent van Gogh’s House

Vincent van Gogh lived here with his brother, enjoying a grand city view from his top-floor 
window from 1886 to 1888. In those two short years, Van Gogh transformed from a gloomy 
Dutch painter of brown and gray peasant scenes into an inspired visionary with wild ideas 
and Impressionist colors.

Follow rue Lepic downhill as it makes a hard right at #36 and becomes a lively market street. 
Enjoy the small shops and neighborhood ambience. Two blocks down, on the corner to your 
right (at #15), you’ll find…

Cafe des Deux Moulinś

This cafe has become a site of pilgrimage for movie buffs worldwide, since it was featured in ́
the quirky film Amelie.́

Now continue downhill on rue Lepic to place Blanche. On busy place Blanche is the...



Moulin Rouge

The new Eiffel Tower at the 1889 World’s Fair was nothing compared to the sight of pretty 
cancan girls kicking their legs at the newly opened “Red Windmill.” 

The nightclub seemed to sum up the belle
epoque—the age of elegance, opulence,́
sophistication, and worldliness.

After its initial splash, the Moulin Rouge survived as a venue for all kinds of entertainment. 
In 1906, the novelist Colette kissed her female lover onstage, and the authorities closed 
the “Dream of Egypt” down. Yves Montand opened for Edith Piaf (1944), and the two fell in 
love off- stage. It has hosted such diverse acts as Ginger Rogers, Dalida, and the Village 
People—together on one bill (1979). Mikhail Baryshnikov strode across its stage (1986). 
And the club celebrated its centennial (1989) with Ray Charles, Tony Curtis, Ella 
Fitzgerald, and...Jerry Lewis.

Go and explore rue des Martyrs for warm market street vibrancy. 

Grab a cub of best coffee at  Kooka Boora or KB Coffee Shop (62 Rue des Martyrs) and 
then eat at  

Arnaud Delmontel
39 Rue des Martyrs +33 1 48 78 29 33 
Gordon Ramsay's recommended pastry place.

Alternatively, visit

Rose bakery
for a good healthy food
46 Rue des Martyrs +33 1 42 82 12 80

For best Italian food in the city go to 
Da Mimmo
 39 Boulevard de Magenta +33 1 42 06 44 47

For dinner in new trendy area visit
Ma Cocotte
106 Rue des Rosiers +33 1 49 51 70 00

Where to eat 



Where to Shop
Merci 
Le Marais, Gifts and Souvenirs
+33-1-42-77-00-33 

Be charmed by three-story concept shop stocking covetable housewares, clothing, 
gifts, and flowers. Fall in love with the library cafe over an afternoon cup of tea.

Le Bon Marche
Saint-Germain-des-Près, Department Store
24 Rue de Sèvres 
+33-1-44-39-80-00 

Drawing locals and tourists alike with it's designer collections, fine housewears, and 
gifts, the legendary department store keeps shoppers close with the epic Grande 
Epicerie next door.

Colette
1st Arrondissement, Department Store
213 Rue Sainte-Honore 
+33-1-55-35-33-90 

The famed concept shop is a multilevel exploration of all that is cool, from clothing 
and gadgets to books and beauty.

Vintage
Réciproque
95 Rue de la Pompe
+33 1 47 04 30 28
They have several different stores on the same block and they carry everything: 
Chanel, Hermes, Louis Vuitton, all of it. If you can't find something here, you just can't 
find something.

Best Views over the city of Light

Your trip to Paris is played out in the streets, but the brilliance of the City of Light 
can only be fully appreciated by rising above it all. Invest time to marvel at all the 
man-made beauty, seen best in the early morning or around sunset. 

Many of the viewpoints I’ve listed are free or covered by the Museum Pass; 
otherwise, expect to pay about €8. Here are some prime locations for soaking in the 
views:

Eiffel Tower: It’s hard to find a grander view of Paris than on the tower’s second 
level. Go around sunset and stay after dark to see the tower illuminated; or go in the 
early morning to avoid the midday haze (not covered by Museum Pass).

Arc de Triomphe: Without a doubt, this is the perfect place to see the glamorous 
Champs-Elysees (if you can manage the 284 steps). ́
It’s great during the day, but even greater at night, when the boulevard positively 
glitters (free with Museum Pass).

La Defense and La Grande Arché : This is your best bet for a view of Paris from 
outside the center. 
Take the elevator up for a good perspective on the city, its suburbs, and the 
surrounding forests (not covered by Museum Pass).

Notre-Dame’s Tower: This viewpoint is brilliant—you couldn’t be more central—but 
it requires climbing 400 steps and is usually crowded with long lines (try to arrive 
early). Up high on the tower, you’ll get an unobstructed view of gargoyles, the river, 
the Latin Quarter, and the Ile de la Cite.́



Thank you
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