
  

  

3 Days Guide in Coimbra & Aveiro, Portugal  
  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Welcome to our 3-Day Guide in Coimbra and Aveiro, Portugal. In this guide, you will find a step 

by step plan on how exactly to spend 3 days in Coimbra and Aveiro, as well as what to do every 

hour of your stay. All costs, tips, maps are included for your convenience.   

This guide has been developed with the help of local experts of Coimbra and Aveiro, with the 

hope to make you feel like you have your best friend guiding you to the best things to do in 

these two wonderful Portuguese cities for 3 days.  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography    via Sandra Filipe Photography  



  

  

Where to Stay in Coimbra  
  

Our recommended hotel to stay in Coimbra is the Hotel: “Riversuites”.   

Its address is Avenida João das Regras, 80-82, 3040-217 Coimbra, Portugal. Tel.: (00351) 21 

824 1055  

To Read Reviews of the Hotel on Booking and Book it online, click here. It has a great rating of 

8.3 out of 10 in Booking.com and as we have used it many times, we can highly recommend 

it.  

You can expect to pay a price / night of 45€ for a double room. Its modern and contemporary 

rooms are awesome, the location is spot on nearby the left bank of the Mondego River and 

the price, as explained above, is appetizing as well, especially for the quality services you’re 

getting.  
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Day 1: Arrival, Top Monuments  
  

10:00  
Arrival at the Coimbra Railway Station or Bus Station.  

Since Coimbra has no airport, these are the only gateways to the city. Since you’re probably 

coming from Lisbon or Oporto, Portugal’s two main cities served by airport, you will arrive in 

Coimbra Railway Station or in Coimbra Bus Station, depending on your preference regarding 

these two means of transportation. Similar to other European cities, both have their own pros 

and cons. Train is faster but more expensive and, on the other hand, bus is cheaper but way 

slower. However, the Portuguese bus company Rede Expressos have modern, WiFi equipped 

and comfortable buses on their fleet, so you’ll certainly enjoy a nice ride even if you’re 

travelling on a tight budget.  

  

10:15  
Grab the bus just outside of the station.  

View ZoomTip 1.1  

  

10:35  
Accommodate yourself in the hotel and then visit the city’s historic center (Baixa and Alta)  

Accommodate yourself in the hotel and then start your day by visiting some of Coimbra’s top 

monuments and historic sites. Recently consecrated as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 

2013, Coimbra’s most historic area, Alta & Sofia, which comprises its University and other 

relevant structures, has certainly a lot to offer to its visitors.  

  

11:00  
Eat a traditional Pastel de Tentúgal in Briosa Cafeteria.  

Its name comes from the little village that cooks them, Tentúgal. They’re absolutely yummy, 

so be sure to taste one of those!  

Price: 1€ (approx.)  

  

11:20  
Start climbing the famous Quebra Costas  

After you pass by the Arch of Almedina, which once functioned as the main entrance or city 

gate to the protected area of the town, there’s some kind of a climbing journey ahead of you. 

However, many shops, local pastries and restaurants will definitely make the walk easier.  

 

http://www.aeroportodelisboa.com.pt/
http://www.aeroportodelisboa.com.pt/
http://www.aeroportodelisboa.com.pt/


  

  

11:45  
Visit the Sé Velha Church and its cloisters  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Ticket Price: 2€ (church + cloisters)  

  

12:30  
Lunch at Tapas Nas Costas  

Adress: Tv. de Santo Antão, 11, 1150-312 Lisboa  

Tel: (00351) 21 342 4389  

Don’t lose the opportunity to eat one of the best chicken dishes of your life! The Portuguese 

way to cook chicken is called Frango de Churrasco and this is the place of election to do so, 

since it’s been around for decades!   

Price: 8€ - 12€ per person  

  

14:15  
Visit the Museum Machado de Castro  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Ticket Price: 6€ (Students: 3€)  

  

15:25  
Visit the Sé Nova Church  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Ticket Price: Free  

  

15:45  
Photograph the Porta Férrea and enter the University’s Terrace (Pátio das Universidades) 

View ZoomTip 1.2  

  

16:30  
Visit the Joanina Library  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Ticket Price: General Ticket - includes a visit to Hall of Capelos, Private Examination Room,  

Hall of Arms, Joanina Library and Academic Prison for only 9€ (Students: 5,50€)  

  



  

  

17:30  
Go to the top of “A Cabra”  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Ticket Price: 1€  

  

18:30  
Stroll down the Monumental Stairs (Escadas Monumentais)  

These are some impressive stairs! Don’t forget to count them all!  

  

18:45  
Photograph the Aqueduct of San Sebastian   

View ZoomTip 1.2  

  

19:10  
Spent the rest of the afternoon by walking in the open to public and stress-free Sereia  

Garden (Jardim da Sereia)  

  

20:00  
Dinner in one of the various restaurants in Republic Square (Praça da República)  

View ZoomTip 1.2  

Price: 5€ - 10€ per person  

  

21:30  
Have a drink in one of the various bars located across Republic Square and the descendent 

street, called Sá da Bandeira Avenue  

Price: 1€ - 1,5€ per beer (approx.)  

  

23:00  
Return to your hotel and rest.  

After all, you must be tired. But don’t worry: It’s only a 10 to 15 minutes walk to your hotel.   



  

  

1st Day in Coimbra – Map  

  

  

  

1st Day in Coimbra – Map – Historic Center Zoomed In  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  



  

  

   

ZoomTip 1.1: Transportation  
  

Transportation in Coimbra is mostly done by public bus (run by SMTUC) or taxi. However, since 

you’re staying pretty close to the city centre and, therefore, its various cultural and historic 

places, you’ll be able to visit the entire city on foot.  

  

Nevertheless, you’ll still need to catch the yellow pub bus to go from the Railway Station or 

the Central Bus Station to the city centre (and return). Here’s how:  

  

From the Railway Station  

The Railway Station is called Coimbra B and, for travelers convenience, there’s a bus stop just 

outside the station.   

To reach your hotel, just grab bus 29 and exit at Largo da Portagem or Portagem, nearby the 

Santa Clara bridge that crosses the Mondego River. To reach Riversuites Hotel you just need a 

5 minute walk by crossing that same bridge and walk around 100 meters. Pretty easy, don’t 

worry!  

  

From the Central Bus Station  

Commonly known as Rodiviária de Coimbra and similarly to what happens in the Railway 

Station, the Central Bus Station also has a bus stop just outside the station.   

To reach your hotel, and since you’re catching the same bus 29, just follow the information as 

specified in the ‘Railway Station’ section above.  



  

  

  

 

  



  

  

ZoomTip 1.2: Information on the Monuments  
  

Sé Velha Church  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: Sé Velha is one of the most outstanding churches in Coimbra and certainly one of the 

must-see spots for every tourist or traveler. Dating back from the 11th century, this historic 

structure was built only a few years after D. Afonso Henriques declared himself as King of 

Portugal, choosing Coimbra as the capital of its kingdom. Furthermore, this building is 

inscribed as a National Monument since 1910. Really impressive!  

  

  

Opening Hours:   

Monday - Saturday:  - 

10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

Sunday:   

- 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm  

  

Ticket Price: 2€ (church + cloisters)  

  



  

  

National Museum Machado de Castro  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

  

Info: One of the most important art museums in Portugal is definitely the National Museum  

Machado de Castro, which was named after the famous Portuguese sculptor Joaquim 

Machado de Castro. Ideally located in the University area of the city, this building is function 

as a museum since October 11th of 1913, but it went through a massive renovation for 6 

straight years (2006 – 2012). One of the main attractions since the new opening is the 

integration of the Roman Criptoportycus, a remarkable and astonishing ancient area that in 

underneath the city of Coimbra since the 1st century!  

  

Opening Hours:   

April - September:   

- 10:00 am to 7:00 pm (last entrance 15 minutes before closing) October 

- March:   

- 10:00 am to 1:00 pm / 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm (last entrance 15 minutes 

before closing)  

Note: Closed on Mondays, Tuesday mornings, January 1st, Easter Sunday, May 1st, July 4th and December 25th. 

Ticket Price: 6€ (Students: 3€)  



  

  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography                   via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Sé Nova Church  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

  

Info: The Sé Nova de Coimbra or, as foreign tourists know it, the New Cathedral of Coimbra, is 

Coimbra’s bishopric seat since 1772, when it was transferred from the Old Cathedral, usually 

known by many as Sé Velha. Dating back from the 17th-century, this amazing Baroque church 

is located in the heart of the University of Coimbra and is arguably one of the most important 

religious buildings in whole country. Its interior is delicately decorated with various religious 

and ancient art pieces, as well with sculptures like the amazing 16th-century Gothic-manueline 

baptismal font carved by Pero and Felipe Henriques.   

  

Opening Hours:   

Monday - Saturday:  - 

9:00 am to 6:30 pm 

Sunday:   

- 10:00 am to 12:30 pm  

  

  

  



  

  

Ticket Price: Free  

    

Porta Férrea & School’s Courtyard  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: The Porta Férrea is a symbolic and ornamented gate that marks the entrance to the main 

university area and, therefore, to the School’s Courtyard since 1634. Built by the famous 

Portuguese architect António Tavares, the gate depicts some of the most significant members 

that contributed to the university’s foundation, such as D.Dinis and D. João III (both were Kings 

of Portugal). Passing by the Porta Férrea you’ll step in the School’s Courtyard, a historic square 

that represents the heart of the University of Coimbra, which is also a part of the places 

inscribed in the area classified as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.  

  

Opening Hours:  Does not close - unless there’s a significant event going on.  

  

Ticket Price: Free  



  

  

   
via Sandra Filipe Photography        via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Joanina Library  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: If there’s a place like no other, has got to the Joanina Library. Located in the famous 

School’s Courtyard, this Baroque library is part of the University of Coimbra, but today is one 

of the main tourist spots in this Portuguese wonderful city. Dating back from the 18th century, 

this outstanding library was constructed during the reign of João V, King of Portugal, and 

contains about 250 thousand books and volumes from the most varied fields of study.  

  

Opening Hours:   

March 19th – October 31st:  - 

8:30 am to 7:00 pm 

November 1st – March 18th:   



  

  

- 9:00 am to 5:30 pm  

  
Note: Closed on January 1st, December 24th, 25th and 31st.  

Note #2: Weekends from 10:00 am to 4::00 pm  

Note #3: For reasons related to the preservation of this historic place, it’s only allowed a maximum of 60 persons 

inside the Joanina Library each time it opens (every 20 minutes).  

  

Ticket Price: General Ticket - includes a visit to Hall of Capelos, Private Examination Room,  

Hall of Arms, Joanina Library and Academic Prison for only 9€ (Students: 5,50€)  

 

A Cabra – University Tower  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: The University Clock Tower, which is commonly known by many locals and students as 

“A Cabra” (in English, the Goat) is probably Coimbra’s most recognizable landmark. Given the 

fact that it could be seen by various points across the city, A Cabra is the definitely the highest 

spot in the city centre. Dating back from the 18th century, its construction lasted a total of 5 

years (1728 – 1733) and was commissioned by the Italian architect Antonio Canevari.  

Don’t forget to grab you camera and take some nice photos over the city’s landscape. If you 

could climb up during the evening, especially on blue hour time, it will certainly be one of your 

best experiences in Coimbra.  

  



  

  

  

Opening Hours:   

March 16th – October 31st:  - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm November 

1st – March 15th:   

- 10:00 am to 1:00 pm / 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm  

  

Ticket Price: 1€  

  
  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

 

Aqueduct of St. Sebastian  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: Commonly known by every single Conimbricense as Arcos do Jardim (in English, Arches 

of the Garden), the Aqueduct of St. Sebastian is a splendid 16th century structure that replaced 

the original primitive Roman aqueduct that once stood in the same exact place as the actual 

one. Due to its magnificence architecture, the Aqueduct of St. Sebastian is inscribed as a 

Portuguese National Monument since 1910!  

If you still have some time left on your day schedule, enjoy a relaxing afternoon walk in the 

Botanical Garden, which stands behind the aqueduct.   

  



  

  

  

ZoomTip 1.3: Tapas Nas Costas  
  

  

  
via Tapas Nas Costas Facebook Page  

Info: Located in the middle of Quebra Costas Street, this refined restaurants offers some of 

the best Portuguese tapas, usually known as petiscos, where the predominance of traditional 

and typical ingredients of Portuguese gastronomy is one of this establishment standards. Here 

you can order various dishes and grab a bite from each one of them, tasting a wide range of 

flavors that will certainly be one of your day highlights.  

Price: 10€ - 15€ per person (Depending on how many dishes you order)  

  

Tapas Nas Costas  

Rua do Quebra Costas, 19  

3000-340 Coimbra  

Tel: (00351) 239 157 425  

Official Website / Facebook  

  

  

http://www.tapasnascostas.pt/
http://www.tapasnascostas.pt/
http://www.facebook.com/tapasnascostas
http://www.facebook.com/tapasnascostas


  

  

Day 2: Morning in Coimbra / Arrival in Aveiro  
  

10:00  
Visit the Santa Clara Monastery (Mosteiro de Santa Clara)  

View ZoomTip 2.3  

Ticket Price: 5€ (students: 2,5€)  

  

11:00  
Grab an amazing nutella snack at Nut’ Coimbra  

Price: 2,5€ (approx.)  

  

11:30  
Visit the Santa Cruz Monastery (Mosteiro de Santa Cruz)  

View ZoomTip 2.3  

Ticket Price: Free  

  

12:30  
Lunch at Dux Taberna Urbana  

This restaurant opened only a few years ago, but soon started to be one of Coimbra’s 

inhabitants favorites! Its lunch menus are really cheap and the food is simply amazing! Price: 

Depends on what you choose (Average: 7€ - 10€ per person)  

  

13:30  
Return to your hotel, pack your bags and make the outward journey to the railway or bus 

station, in order to reach to city of Aveiro.  

Guidora’s Top Tip: We recommend you to catch the regional train from Coimbra Railway 

Station. It’s slower (1 hour, approximately), but the price is too good to be true and it leaves 

you in the center of Aveiro.  

Ticket Price: 5,15€  

  

Attention!  

Note: If, by any given reason, you’re travelling by car (rented or with friends), please view 

Zoom Tip 2.2 regarding the Aliança Underground Museum.  

  



  

  

15:30  
Walk directly to your hotel from Aveiro Railway Station (10 minutes, approx.) or grab the 

public bus (Green Line) just outside the station.  

  

15:45  
Accommodate yourself in the hotel and visit some of Aveiro’s top monuments View 

ZoomTip 2.1   

  

16:15  
Eat the famous ovos moles, a traditional pastry from Aveiro  

Just enter in one of the many pastry shops around Aveiro and order some ovos moles. You’ll 

be amazed…  

Price: 1,5€ - 2€ (ovo mole + expresso)  

  

16:30  
Visit the Aveiro Museum  

View ZoomTip 2.3  

Ticket Price: 4€  

  

18:30  
Walk in Forum Aveiro, a open-air shopping center standing in the bank of one of Aveiro’s 

many river canals  

  

19:30  
Dinner in one of the many restaurants found in Forum Aveiro, some of them with a pretty 

nice view over the city or the canal.  

Price: 5€ - 8€ (per person)  

  

22:00  
Go back to your hotel and rest  

After admiring Aveiro’s city center with a short walk during the night, you’re probably tired of 

the visiting that many places while travelling between cities in the same day, so you  

should probably take a nice     



  

  

Coimbra 2nd Day Map  

   



  

  

Aveiro 2nd Day Map 

  



  

  

ZoomTip 2.1: Where to Stay in Aveiro  
  

Our recommended hotel to stay in Aveiro is the Hotel: “Welcome In”.   

Its address is Avenida Dr. Lourenço Peixinho, 119, 3800-166 Aveiro, Portugal. Tel.: (00351) 234 

346 030  

To Read Reviews of the Hotel on Booking and Book it online, click here. It has a great rating of 

9.1 out of 10 in Booking.com and as we have used it many times, we can highly recommend 

it.  

You can expect to pay a price / night of 40-45€ for a double room. Located in Aveiro’s city 

center, Welcome In has modern rooms, comfortable beds and a contemporary furniture 

design. In conclusion, everything you could ask for the price you’re paying (or even more)!  

  

  

    

  

http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.html?aid=374009
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.en-gb.html
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.en-gb.html
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.en-gb.html
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.html?aid=374009
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.html?aid=374009
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.html?aid=374009
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.html?aid=374009
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.en-gb.html
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pt/welcome-in.en-gb.html
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ZoomTip 2.2: Travelling by car?   
  
Travelling by car between Coimbra and Aveiro? If so, a visit to this incredible museum 

is mandatory!  
  

Aliança Underground Museum  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: Located in the picturesque Portuguese village of Sangalhos, midway between the cities 

of Coimbra and Aveiro, lies the amazing and out of ordinary Aliança Underground Museum. 

Occupying approximately 20%-25% of the Aliança Vinhos de Portugal (in English, Aliança 

Wines of Portugal) traditional cellars, this museum perfectly combines the explanation of wine 

making process with renowned art works from various worldwide famous sculptors and 

painters, as well as ancient populations and indigenous people artifacts.   

But how could a winery became a art museum? Well, that’s a good question! It all started in 

2007, when the Portuguese millionaire Joe Berardo, who is also a passionate art lover and 

owner of innumerous art collections, became the majority shareholder of the Aliança Vinhos 

de Portugal company. After a visit to the winery cellars, he instantly thought they were 

completely under-exploited and saw the potential for a future museum to display his 

collections (who are also displayed in 5 more museums!). Also, since the Aliança Vinhos de 

Portugal cellars are subterranean, he opted to give the museum an international and 

distinctive mark, not only by adding “Underground” to its name, but also by designing its entire 

interior like the London Underground network, combining a total of 8 different “tube stations” 

(themed expositions) during its 1h30 and 1.6km visit! Simply remarkable!  



  

  

 
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Opening Hours:   

Monday - Sunday:     

- 10:00 am,  11:30 am, 2:30 pm and 4:00 pm   

Note: The only way to visit the museum is in one of the four daily guided tours. A previous 

reservation is recommended, since the maximum number of visitors allowed per guided tour 

is 50 people. The guided tours are held in Portuguese, English or French. To book your visit 

please click here.  

Note #2: Closed on January 1st, Easter Sunday and December 25th.  

Ticket Price: 3€   

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

http://www.alianca.pt/pt1/eventos/marcacoes/scripts/core.htm?p=eventos&f=marcacoes&lang=pt1&idcont=412
http://www.alianca.pt/pt1/eventos/marcacoes/scripts/core.htm?p=eventos&f=marcacoes&lang=pt1&idcont=412


  

  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography    

  



  

  

ZoomTip 2.3: Information on the Monuments   
  

Monastery of Santa Clara  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: Dating back from the late 13th-century, more precisely from 1283, the Santa Clara 

Monastery is one of the finest building examples that best illustrates the richness behind the 

history of the lovable city of Coimbra. Despite being dissolved in 1311, a new one was 

constructed 3 years later by the order of Rainha Santa Isabel (Queen Elizabeth), wife of D. 

Dinis, King of Portugal. Nowadays, this place houses a museum and a prosperous archeological 

site, being visited by every single tourist that passes by Coimbra.  

  

Opening Hours:   

May - September:  - 

10:00 am to 7:00 pm  

October - April:   

- 10:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Note: Closed on Mondays, January 1st, Easter Sunday, May 1st and December 25th.  

  

Ticket Price: 5€ (students: 2,5€)  

   



  

  

  

Monastery of Santa Cruz  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: This incredible 12th-century structure is one of the two Portuguese buildings that are 

granted with the status of National Pantheon, since it houses the tombs of two major and 

iconic Portuguese Kings: D. Afonso Henriques (the first King of Portugal) and his son D. Sancho 

I (the second King of Portugal). Constructed between 1132 and 1223, the Monastery of Santa 

Cruz is arguably one of the most important historical sites not only in the city of Coimbra, but 

also in the entire country. Given that fact, it was inscribed as a National Monument in the 

beginning of the 20th-century (1910).  

Opening Hours:   

Monday-Saturday:   

- 9:00 am to 12:00 pm / 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm Sunday:   

- 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm  

Note: Civil holidays: Only open during morning.  

  

Ticket Price: Free (To visit the Sacristy, the Chapter House, the Cloisters and temporal 

expositions – 2,5€ / students: 1,5€)  

  



  

  

Museum of Aveiro  

  
via Visit Centro de Portugal Official Website  

  
via Museu de Aveiro Facebook Page  

Info: Situated in the old Convent of Jesus of the female Dominican Order, which was commonly 

known back then as Monastery of Jesus, the Museum of Aveiro houses two different 

exposition circuits than complement each other: the permanent exhibition and the 

monumental route. Given the fact that the museum is inserted in a structure dating back from 

1465, there are a lot of artifacts and ancient artworks on display, but the Church of Jesus, 

which is decorated with a luxurious and well-appointed golden woodwork along with some 

traditional Portuguese ceramics known as azulejos, definitely takes center stage.  

  

Opening Hours:   

Tuesday - Sunday:   

- 10:00 am to 7:00 pm  

  

Note: Closed on Mondays.  

  



  

  

Ticket Price: 4€  

  



  

  

Day 3: Cathedral, Moliceiro Cruise and Costa Nova Area   
  

10:00  
Visit the Aveiro Cathedral, commonly known as Sé de Aveiro or São Domingos Church  

View ZoomTip 3.1  

Ticket Price: Free   

  

11:00  
Moliceiro Cruise over the Vouga River Delta  

View ZoomTip 3.1  

Price: 8€ - 12,5€ per person  

  

13:30  
Lunch at Mercado do Peixe  

View ZoomTip 3.2  

Price: 18€ - 25€ per person  

  

16:00  
Visit the Costa Nova peninsula area  

View ZoomTip 3.1  

Bus Price: 1,5€ (approx.)  

  

18:00  
Snack another famous pastry of Aveiro known as tripa  

Just like the ovos moles type of pastry, there are some tripa stalls on the Costa Nova 

boardwalk, so you’ll easily find one!  

View ZoomTip 3.1  

Price: 1,5€ - 2€  

  

19:00  
Go back to your hotel  

You’ve probably bought a few things in Costa Nova. If so, pass by your hotel in order to leave 

those items over there, unless you want to spend your last night in Aveiro carrying a bunch of 

baskets and tourist stuff.  



  

  

20:00  
Dinner at Ramona  

Located nearby two city landmarks that you’ve already visited, the Cathedral of Aveiro and the 

Museum of Aveiro, Ramona is a burger restaurant that will certainly prove to be a fantastic 

dinner option during your last night in Aveiro. Furthermore, this establishemnt offers around 

30 different types of burgers (ranging from 2€ - 3,5€ each), depending on the ingredients that 

you prefer. Also, don’t forget to order your large beer, called caneca, to fully experience the 

Ramona environment!  

Price: approximately 5€ (burger + chips + drink)  

  

22:00  
Chill in one of the pubs located in Aveiro historic center  

There are various street pubs located in Aveiro’s narrow streets in the hearth of the city center. 

Also, they’re not that far from your hotel, so you could easily walk when you opt to return.  

  

23:45  
Return to your hotel and rest  

Tomorrow you’ll need to get up early, in order to go back home. Go back to your hotel and 

rest.    

  



  

  

Aveiro 3rd Day Map – Zoomed Out  

  



  

  

Aveiro 3rd Day Map – Zoomed In  

  



  

  

Guidora Team promises you’ll visit…  

Day 3 – Barra’s Lighthouse, which is the tallest lighthouse in Portugal and of the tallest across 

the entire European continent, dating back from 1893. Marking the site where the Aveiro 

Lagoon and its innumerous canals meets the Atlantic Sea, this lighthouse would be easily seen 

and photographed during on the sections of your third day journey, while visiting the Costa 

Nova area a few kilometers outside the city center of Aveiro. 

 

 
via Cãmara Municipal de Ílhavo                     via Cãmara Municipal de Ílhavo  

 

  

  



  

  

Zoom Tip 3.1: Information on the Attractions  
  

Cathedral of Aveiro  

  
via Cathedral of Aveiro Facebook Page  

Info: Also known as Igreja de São Domingos (in English, Church of St. Dominic) or simply Sé de 

Aveiro, the Cathedral of Aveiro is located just a few meters away from the city’s museum – 

Museum of Aveiro. Founded in the early 15th-century (1423) as a Dominican convent, this 

building is undoubtedly the most important religious structure in the city, which is also 

registered as a Portuguese National Monument since 1996.  

  

Opening Hours:   

Monday - Sunday:  

- 9:00 am to 7:00 pm  

  

Ticket Price: Free  

  



  

  

Moliceiro Cruise  

  
via Onda Colossal Official Website  

  
via Viva a Ria Official Website  

  

How to buy tickets: Our recommendation is to buy on one of the company’s website (please 

check them below), in order to get lower prices. There are two major companies doing this 

traditional cruises (Onda Colossal and Viva a Ria), so you’ll easily find many moliceiro’s of 

those company’s while visiting Aveiro.  

  

Info: Every single person that visits Aveiro for its first time has to ride a moliceiro and cruise 

along the city’s narrow canals, just like Amsterdam or Venice. In fact, Aveiro is known as the 

Portuguese Venice, due to its outstanding similarities with the famous northeastern Italian 

city. During a the trip, a guide will tell you all the main sites that you’ll see on your Vouga River 

voyage, so you’ll get a nice chance to know the city of Aveiro a little deeper and from a 

completely different and unique point of view.  

  

  

Ticket Price: The price varies depending on the cruise you choose – approx. 8€ (duration: 45 

minutes). Please consult both company’s websites to check their specific details.  

  

Websites: Onda Colossal & Viva a Ria  

http://www.ondacolossal.pt/
http://www.ondacolossal.pt/
http://www.vivaaria.com/category/moliceiros-2/na-cidade-de-aveiro/
http://www.vivaaria.com/category/moliceiros-2/na-cidade-de-aveiro/


  

  

  

Costa Nova  

  
via Travel in Portugal  

How to go: Costa Nova is a peninsula located 13km outside Aveiro’s city centre. However, it’s 

not difficult to visit the region even without your own means of transportation. Just go to Rua 

Clube dos Galitos (in English, Clube dos Galitos Street) and take the public bus to the beaches, 

which are also located in the same peninsula. Seasonally, the number of buses could increase, 

as well as its stops. In conclusion, a “new” bus stop could be closest to your hotel, so we 

recommend you to ask that information to your hotel receptionist prior to your Costa Nova 

visit.  

  

Info: Curiously, this tiny peninsula where the Barra Beach and its incredible lighthouse stands 

on belong to the municipality of Ílhavo, a city in the suburban area of the city of Aveiro. Here 

you can visit the fish market and various traditional shops and cafes, where the Tripa de Aveiro 

is a must-try pastry for every visitor.  

However, the most relevant tourist significance of this area are the traditional houses, known 

as palheiros, which are painted colorful and vibrant vertical or horizontal stripes. Don’t forget 

to take photograph these houses, since they are simply stunning!  

  

  

Bus Ticket Price: 1,5€ (approx.)  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

Zoom Tip 3.2: Mercado do Peixe Restaurant  
  

  
via Sandra Filipe Photography  

Info: Located in the first floor of José Estevão’s Fish Market, this establishment has its own 

characteristics that makes it truly unique and absolutely matchless! With a stunning view over 

one of Aveiro’s many canals (in this case, the São Roque canal), this one-of-a-kind restaurant 

serves the freshest fish and seafood in town, combining it with a refined but cozy atmosphere 

that will brighten even a cloudy and dark rainy day. It’s an unforgettable experience to lunch 

or dinner in this renowned and award-winner restaurant. Price: 18€ - 25€ per person  

  

Honorato  

Largo Praça Peixe, 1  

3800-243 Aveiro  

Tel: (00351) 234 241 928   

Official Website / Facebook  

  

   

 

http://mercadopeixeaveiro.pt/
http://mercadopeixeaveiro.pt/
https://www.facebook.com/1964v/
https://www.facebook.com/1964v/


  

  

10 Food Dishes and Drinks to Try While You are at Coimbra 

and Aveiro 
 

Below you can find our suggested local Portuguese dishes that you should try in order to 

enhance your culinary experience, while you are at Porto. 

 

1. Pastel De Nata (in Portuguese): Custard Pie 

 

 
 

2. Cozido à Portuguesa [Portuguese]: Portuguese Stew 

 
 

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cozido_%C3%A0_portuguesa


  

  

3. Vinho do Porto [Portuguese]: The famous Port Wine. Try the cellar of Croft. 

 
 

4.  Caldo Verde [Portuguese]: Green Broth  

 

 
 

 

5.  Arroz-doce [Portuguese]: Rice Pudding  

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vinho_do_Porto
http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caldo_verde
http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arroz-doce


  

  

 
 

6. Bacalhau à Zé do Pipo [Pt]: Cod, in Ze do Pipo Style  

 

 
 

 

7. Queijo Serra da Estrela [Pt]: Serra Da Estrela Cheese 

 

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacalhau_%C3%A0_Z%C3%A9_do_Pipo
http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queijo_Serra_da_Estrela


  

  

 

 

8.  Ovos Moles de Aveiro [Pt], Soft Eggs from Aveiro [En] 

 

 

 
 

9.  Peixinhos da Horta [Pt], Peixinhos da Horta (Tempura) [En] 

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovos_moles_de_Aveiro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovos_Moles_de_Aveiro
http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peixinhos_da_horta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peixinhos_da_horta
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ficheiro:Queijo_da_Serra_da_Estrela_curado.jpg
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ficheiro:Ovos_moles.jpg


  

  

 
 

10.  Caldeirada [Pt], Portuguese Fish Stew [En] 

 
  

http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caldeirada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caldeirada
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ficheiro:Peixinhos_da_horta.jpg


  

  

Thank You!  

  

Thank you for choosing this Guidora guide to Coimbra and Aveiro. We really hope that it is 

going to help you to make the most out of your stay in both cities.  

   

If you have any feedback on how to improve, or if you just had a great time in Coimbra and 

Aveiro and you’d like to share that, just send us an email to admin@guidora.com.  

  

Have an amazing time in the center region of Portugal!  

Your friends at Guidora.  

     



  

  

Copyright Notice  
  

Guidora Coimbra & Aveiro in 3 Days Travel Guide ©    

All rights reserved. No part of either publication may be reproduced in any material form, 

including electronic means, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner.   

Text and all materials are protected by UK and international copyright and/or trademark law and 
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written consent from the publisher, with the exception that permission is hereby granted for the 
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Disclaimer  
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policies concerning this material are (1) to credit the copyright owner, and provide a link where 
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Note to other copyright owners  
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used. Some of the material comes from secondary and tertiary sources. In every case we have 
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